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VOTIVA TABULA;) 


A Solemn Thankſgiving offered up to God || | 
the mighty ProteQor of Kings, for the wonderful 


ProteQtion , and happy Reſtauration of our 
GRACIOUS SOVERANIGN 


CHARLS thell. 


Unto the Exerciſe of his juſt Right and Authority of 
Governing His Thiee K /[NGDOMS of 


ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, &IREL AN D. 


\ Thereby delivering theſe Three Nations from a miſcrable Slavery, 
and refto:ing them to their ancient Liberty, Peace and Glory. 


DELIVERED IN 


Two SERMONS 


Preached on the Twodayes of Publick T hankſeiving appointed 


to Praiſe God for thete Wonderful and gracious Mercies. | 


- | 
One on May 24. the other on Fune 8.1660. | 


Since that Reviſed, contrived into One, and a little Enlarged. | 
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By FAMES WAR WEL L Rector of Boxford in Suffolk. | | 


A —_— 
_ — 


—_ — 


L O ND 0 N: Printed for R, Royffor, and are to be fold Ly | 
| William Franckling Bookſeller in Norwich, 1660, 
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' $ACRED MAJESTY, 


Charles the II. 


By the wonderfull providence of God 


beg proveroncs p. by his Grace 
now as happily ſetled 


KI NG 


| Grear-Britan, by rauce and Ireland. 


<IAft Gracious Soverargy', 


Ls \ 4 | 


Ve orfter of God BY Hh the gd that the. per- 
F fon for whom the Pricft off:red, ſhould lay bis band 
Yb: vt the heat of the ſacrifire. Thes ſacrifire of tÞanks- 
w4s offered principally for your Majeſty, and 
bub all your people in the three Nations, who 
ne very acep av is all thoſe wonderful mer- 
cies which God hath done for your Majeſty, and in 
your Majeſty for them : your "Ma jeſty could not lay 
your hand upon it before the oblation , nor do I now 
beg it for 1 hope it # tn the hand of God accepting it, 
But #. your Majeſty ſball be - wa to lay the hand of 


JOUP 


The Epiſtle Dedicqtory. 


your Gracigns, arceprance upouit, as-it ” nowdedi- 


cated (next ro Go *glor ) tothe ſerwice TT Ma- 
jeſty amongſt your people, it may by the ble 
of Fnd the bettex acceptance ang go more or * 
. 4 3 


| 1 know foh;owi to apolagite fot ſo' great\a preſuni- 
9 aww i 16,59 Io of 4 hv by 
"tion 4s the inſcribing of your Majeſties 
of it npon a great oblization which. 1 ws under to your 
Royal Father of blefled memory, and ſeme' remote 
relation to his ſervice, which inticed me hereunto, un- 
der the fair ſhew and ſuggeſtion of gratitade. This ex- 
cuſe is the only ont which I could frame for my pre- 
ſumption : but your Majeſtic refleting upon your ſelf 
may find another, and a better, your own incompara- 
ble clemency andgraciouſneſſe, Tour Majeſties extra- 
ordinary reefine e to pardon crimes of. the higheſt na- 
ture 10 your enemies night eaſily tempt your poor Sub- 


ſſng of 


ame” before 4 
ſo thin and ſleight a peice , but by charging the guilt 


Jet, whoſe heart bath never in the worſt times decli- | 


ned from his Loyalty, to ſuch an adventure with great | 


hopes of pardow,_ As he hath: then alwaies: prayed for 


your Majeſtics happy reſtauration . in ;ſecrer, ſonow | 
( God be bleſſed for this happy liberty reſtored with and - 
by your Majeſty ) he ſhall continue openly as well as | 


glorious raigne over us, 4s being 


privately to pray for your Majeſties long, bappy,. and 
Your ' Majeſties 
Sincerely Loyal 
and obedient SubjeR, ' * 
* © "Fames Warwel: 
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'To 'T H E 


READE 


' READER, 


"EO. excuſe. my. vanity for hazaring 
..to thy view-and cenſure ſo. thin and 


ſleigh a peice ,. were to commit 'another 
vanity. | I might/( thou wilt ſay) have 
forborn the doing, it, andthe excuſe borh. 
This is, only, to - tell. thee an honeſt and 
plain cruth., .My pulſe did -not beat. this 
way out of any ambition to appear in 
print. . 1 ſee 'amongſt thoſe whom the 
preſle. hath tyred to end forth. upon the 


Stage ſome lo learned and every waies | 


accompliſhed , that I ſhould _ be: aſhamed 


of my immodeſty and .indiſcretion to jin- 


crude amongſt that Company , leaſt their 
A3 | luſtre 
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To the Reader. 
luſtre ſhould ſo cloude mee, as to make 


me hang down - my head like a 1 07 p0gs 
fant v1 the Nables, And others 


it 41th preſence 0f H 
ahd'in loch poor 'ratters and ragys, 'thar 
I ſhould be ad tg. ſtand amongſt 
them as my acquairitance. Betwixt both, 
what great. honour or contentment can it 
beto-any min ; that hath never fo fmall 
a Rock of reaſon, to Tye upon a Statio- 


ners ſtall, like a peice of courſe fleſh in the 
- ſhambles, to be flye-blowen with the 


cenfires of illirerate , ſuperciliousandidi(- 
Inpehittous'men,which ſwarm everywhere?! 
have obſerved* that men'who will- be. -tra- 
ding with too weak ſtocks , rather. loofe 
then gain , and T ſhall run an' hazard 
rather to loofe ſormewhat of my poorſtock 
of reputation , then hope to encreaſe it. 
If excefſe of joy (which is due- #6 theſe 
times of our 'reſtored' 'Blifle)| hath -tranſ- 


- Ported me into a-vanity , which no- terr 


tation heretofore; could draw- me: to, 
T defire thy pardon and exaufe for; 'onee, 
Thon miayeft-(ttpon' the Ike temptation) 


k 
if 
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* Tothe Reader: 


run into the like at another time, and'tt 
| is anhundred to-ong, if #© ſome time or . 
other thou beeft not overtaken with ſuch | 


4 Vanity, vr another” 2 -groar,' wherdin 
ris wc find" him © as ready a0" g grant 
_ to thee, as he now | craves' it of 
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” Pla u8:2 re” 0, 


Bens who: bath: (bewpd. us Re? ' 
'. bind the. ſacrifice with cords Os LR ob 
-. borns Wha dees: CS ; GD 1 SPINE, 


Saint cneuſine, Epiſt. 77. 


Quid melins et animo geramws, & ore proma- 
mws,tt calamo exprimamus,quam Deo gras 
tias? Hoc nec dici brevius,nec audire letins, 


. Lnec \intelligi Sranding, nec agi fruftuoſius 


P* 13.1. 6, 7. grows, [. 9. for doth fee, y, doth not ſee, pag. 17. 


poteſt. 
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L ult. r, againſt which leaven, p. 35. { 2,1, remains, p.38, /. 10.7. 
Spirit. 
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PSALM 126.1,2. 


When the Lord turned again the ( aptivity of 
Zion, we were ke them that dream. 
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and 


our tongue with ſinging, then ſaid they among 
the Heathen , The Lord hath done great 
things for them. 


@y His Pſalm runs in a very joyful trium- 
go phan ſtrain, like an imviwer, celebrating 
© highly the praiſes of God,for a wonder- 

Wes fu] mercy ſhewed to his People of 1ſ-ael, 
in bringing them back from their miſerable Baby- 
loniſh captivity. Theſe words of it do ſo fitly expreſs 
that great work of mercy which God hath now 
wrought for this Nation, and are fo ſutable to that 
occaſion for which we are aſſembled, this day to 
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'2 Votiva Tabula. 


offer up unto our moſt gracious God. a Sacrifice 
of ſolemn Thankſgiving, as if they had been penned 
for our very purpoſe, And what if I ſhould think, 
Rem. 15- 4 or ſay, they were {0.2 For all things that were writ- 
ten aforetime (ſaith St. Paul) were written for our 
learning , and as for our learning, fo for our pur- 
Poſes, This makes me (as one thing among many 
4doro Sciiptu- other) to adore (with Tertullian) the complete ful- 
'e plentud”- nels of the Scriptures : that there is no occalion, for 
lib. con, Her- Which it may befal Chriſtians to meet together in a 
mog, ſolemn holy Aſſembly, be it cither for Prayer, or 
Praiſe, for Humiliation, or Exultation, to receive 
Inſtruions, DireQions, or Incouragement, to any 
Duty general or particular, or Comforts and Con- 
ſolations inany caſe whatſoever, bur the Scriptures 
afford divers Texts as ſuitable to rhe occaſion, as if 

© they had been purpoſely framed for it. 

If I ſhall ſpend very little time in the particular 
ſetting forth of this wonderful work of mercy, 
which God then wrought for his people of 7ſrael ; it 
is that I may reſerve 1t to ſpend more freely about 
ſetting forth that which he hath now of his own 
meer grace and favour wrought for us, a very finful | 
and undeſerving Nation, _ \- 

_Thefe two Yerſes are like two Monumental Pil- 
lars, reared up tgpreſerve the memorial of awon- 
derful work of mercy wrought by God tor his Peg- 
ple unto all generarions. A, THY 

In the firſt, is engraven the hand of Alm ty. 
God, reached downtrom Heaven, and taking on 
of his people, to lead them "out. of their Capti- 
vity, a5 the Angel once. took hold of Lots hand ta 

lead 
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kad him out of the deſtruction of Sodvey. 
In the other is repreſented the great blazes of his 
"bg joy , and the plentiful Incenſe of praiſe 
Rh aſcended up from them towards Heaven : or 
to ſpeak a little more plainly,we have in them theſe 
two general things to be conſidered. | 


x. The great mercy which God wrovght for his 
people. He turned again the captivity of his people 
{o wonderfully and inexpectedly, thar in ah amaze- 
ment, they thonzhr it rather a dream, 'then a thing 
real. When the Lerd turned again the captivity of 
Lion , we were like them that dream, 

2. The Effects of this great mercy , what it 
wrought, and how, _ 

- 1, His people were afteRted with it, who re- 
ceived the benefit of ir. | 

2, How the Heathen were affected, who were 
ſtrangers and no ſharers in it, 

As for his people; they were affe@ed with joy, 
which is conſiderable {as itis here ſet forth) both 
for the meaſare of it, and the kinds of it. 

x. For the meaſure of it, it was very great and 
extraordinary : Their hearts and mouths , and 
rongues were all brim-ful. Our months were | filled] 
with laughter, and our tongues, &C. 

2. Asfor their kinds of joy, it is here expreſſed 
to have been two-fold, viz. _ | 

1. A Natural joy or rejoycing. Our mouth was 
filled with [laughter | Rilibility is the natural pro- 
perry of the reaſonable creature, man, and laugh- 
ter is the natural expreſſion of ſome great ſudden 
pleaſure and joy. The joy of laughter cannot in 

|  # mw. real0n 
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Votiva Tabula. 
reaſon have any better name, then Natural : yet T 
think that a fitter term of expreſſion, then to call it 
[Carnal] which is a word of ill found. N 
joy may be conſtrued as a lawful joy without'Hhn : 
but ſo can we nor well think of a joy that were cal- 
led Carnal. As onr reaſon may tell us, that this 
kind of joy of laughter was no better then natural 
or common. joy, 4 our chariry may reſtrain us, 
(ſeeing this is written of the people of God, one as 
well as another) from _—_ Carnal : And yet 
it would have deſerved no better Name. if there 
had not been. another kind of better joy joyned 
with it, andſet iniras a rich Diamond in a Gold 
Ring. Bur, , | Bo 

2. Here is another kind of joy exprefled to have 
been inthem, more rational, Spiritual and Religt- 
ous | Our tongue was filled with ſinging, | Though 
the mouth of fools may. be filled with laughter; 
yet to ſet forth joy in a Song, requires ſome height 
of reaſon : and to frame Songs of praiſe and thanks- 
giving unto God (as we muſt conceive was done 
1n this caſe) or to: joyn in ſuch Songs of Praiſe 
(though compoſed by others) with an heart and 
tongue -fir to {ing them, this requires religious de- 
votion. Who can compoſe a Song fit for the ſo- 
cmn praiſing of God, without fome {crious- and 
deep meditation 2 Yea, to raile it up to a fitting 
Krain ,. tt requires a more then ordinary elevation 
of ſpirit, a kind of divine rapture. Nor- when it 
is compoſed: by one, can it be fung-by others tune- 
ably before God, unleſs the heart keeps ture as well 
as the.voyce.: This phraſe therefore | Our - rongue 
WAG 
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was filed with. ſinging ] doth plainly imply a re- 
ligious and ſpiritual rejoycing, without which the 
other- had been but a Cypher; But whoſoever 
{ings according to St; Pauls rule, .7 will-fing with i Cor.14.15. 
the ſpirit, 1 will fing with the underſtanding alſo, 
his joy mult needs be rational. and religious : And 
it may be worth our noting here, thar the religious. 
and ſpiritual rejoycing of Gods people in this Mer- 
cy, Was as high as their natural : their tongues 
were | filled | with ſinging, as well as their months 
with laughter : . This rarely falls our amongſt men, 
yet it ſhould be thus alwayes. The far of all ſa- 
crifices was to be offered upon the. Altar 
bur men commonly feed upon the. fat of their. 
joyes themſelves, and offer but a leaner part, if 
any at all, to God. 
Thus were the people of God affefted with this 
great mercy, but how the heathen > 
2. The Heathen were all filled witha great admi- 
ration of it, We may confider them either as ſtran- 
gers, 'Or enemies tothe people of God : all were 
ſtrangers, and ſome without doubt enemies, We. 
do not finde here, that their mouths were filled with 
laughter, or their tongues with ſinging : they had 
not learned St. Payls rule, to: rejojce with them Rom: 15. 
that rejoyce : Some ( more probably.) envyed the 
| people of God this happineſs, as Sanballat and Nehem. 6. 
Tobiah envyed the repairing of the Temple : ſome 
perhaps. were ſorry and troubled. art it, they - might 
loſe rhe advantage of ſome ſlaves, as the Maſters 
of the Pyrhoniſt were incenſed at; her . diſpoſſeſſion ag; is. ;g. 


by Paul : others of better natures might be in- 
B..3 diftcrently 
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Il differently well pleaſed, but not much joyed 3 bur 
ils generally they were all affe&ed with great admi- 
Jil ration and wonder, to acknowledge it the mighty 
hand of God : They ſaid they among the Hearhen, 
The Lord hath done great, fc, © TY 

MI Thus have ye a view of the generall things con- 
} tained in theſe words : if ye deſire further a bill 
| of the particulars, I will give it you thus. 

{| 1, God in his diſpleaſure doth give up his own 
it people, his dear Zion into Captivity, being highly 
and long provoked with their hainous ſins, Here 4s 
Zions Captivity. | , pd 

2, God nevertheleſſe in his wrath, remembring 
mercy, doth in his appointed time turn. again her 
captivity. Here is a turning again of the Captivity 
of Zion. 

3. He himſelf works this return ſo with his own 
arm, that all men might ſee it to be his doing. 
[ The Lord | turned again the Captivity of. Zi- 
0N, 

4. He doth it in a way ſo wonderfull, ſuddenly, 
-unexpeRedly, or by unlikely means, that it ſeem- 
| ed to bis people a kinde of dream, . We were like 
| them that dream. T 
| 5. This cauſed the hearts of hiFpeople to over- 
| flow with joy, both natural or common, and ſpt- 
| ritual or religions. Our months were filled with 
| | langhter ] and our tongues with | ſinging. | 

6. Though their common and natural joy were 
firſt in order, (as in reaſon it could not be other- 
bs « Cor.15.44. Wiſe) That & not firſt (ſaith the Apoſtle) which & 

| ſpiritual, but that which * natural, then afterwards 
that 
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that which ts ſpiritual ;, yer their ſpiritual did an- 
fwer it, and- equal ir. in meaſure, Their r9ngnes- 
were [ filled ) with ſinging, as well as their mouth 
with | laughter. ] 

7. This wonderfull work of mercy was ſo con- 
ſpicuousand glorious, that the eyes of ſtrangers, 
even the Heathen, took notice of the ſpecial favour 
of God therein manifeſted to his people, and ſaid, 
The Lord had. done greas things for them. 


From theſe particulars, .I ſhall gather my Ob- 
ſervations this day, and make application of them 
to our ſelves, for our Inſtruction, Dire&tion and 


_ Comfort. 


And firſt I obſerve, / . 
There is no people ſo dear in the eyes of God, or 
grafted ſo deeply into his ſpecial favour, but _e.. 
if they go on to provoke the eyes of his glory, 
they may and muſt expect to be correited with 
ſome ſharp rod. 


ww” 


Thus it befell his dear beloved people the Fews. 
For is not Captivity a very ſharp rod ; Truly, if 
there be no other twigs bound np in Gods rod, 
but ſuch as grow on earth, if ſome {piricual judge-. 
ments be not- mingled and bound ' up with his 
temporal, there can ſcarce any rod be conceived. 
ſharper. What a ſinking miſery is it fox a poer- 
Nation to'be inflaved, under rude, barbarous and 
inſolent enemies, whoboth hate and deſpyſethem, - 
and haye power in their hands to do to them 

what=- 
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h whatſoever their cruel: hatred and deſpite ſhall 


Deut. 32+ 15+ 


Iſa. L- 3+ 


Pfal. 106. 41s 


incline them ro? Yet this was the lot of the 
Fews, Gods peculiar people, and ſpecial favou- 
rites 3 and that not once, bur ofren, a juſt pu- 
niſhment upon them : For when God fed them to 
the full, then they waxed. fat, then they kicked, 
and forſook God that made them, and lightly efteems- 
ed the rock of their ſalvation: Yea they were be- 
come more brutiſh then rhe Ox or Afe, as God 
complaineth : The Ox knoweth his Owner, and the 
Aſſe his Maſters Crib , but Iſrael doth not know , 
my people doth not conſider : They neither know, 
nor regard me at all, , Who can wonder then ar 
Gods ſevere treating them > He gave them up 
therefore (as the Plalmilt tells us) into the hands of 
the Heathen, and they that hated them ruled over 
them, As Antigonus uſed the rude, fooliſh, inſa- 
lent Citizens of a certain City, unto which he 
layed fiege, who from their walls every day mock- 
ed him, and expreſſed their great ſcorn of him: 
Having at length won it, though out of his noble- 
neſs, he would not write his revenge in blood, yer 
he ſold them all for Slaves, withall giving them 
this gentle taunt, Seeing ye do not know how to g0- 
wvern your ſelves with better manners, ye have need. 
of ſome other Maſters to govern you, So dealt 
God with his people, when they were. grown ſo 
impiouſly infolent, as to mock his Prophets, to. 
deſpiſe his Word, and to ſleight his threatnings : 
When they began to caſt off him, and would :not! 


own him for their Lord, to obey him in any thing : 


k is. high time ( thought God ) to give up theſe. 


men 
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men .into_the hands. of other , Maſters, .who ſhall 
make them to ſerve with rigour, as the Egyptians 


did their Fathers, Like. as they have forſaken.me, 


and ſerved ſtrange. Geds in their . own Land, ſo 
they ſhall ſerve ſtrangers in a Land that is not 
theirs,” | 

Let us learn from hence this wiſdom, that it is 
not ſate tor any Nation, whoſe ſins arc very great, 
and ſtill encreaſing, to preſume roo much, or too 


long upon the favour or paticnceof God, though 


his ſpecial love-tokens to them; have been very 
great, -and continued to them with vitible demon- 
{trations of cxtraordinary favour. Ve, I am furc, 
have found it nor ſafe' for us by miſcrable expe- 
rience, Iris too uſual generally with all Nations 


9 


Exod, x. 14. 
Jer. 5. 19: 


Applicat, 


to do as we have done, to undervalue the mercies 


of God, to grow wanton with them, and abuſe 
them 3 and then 1t 15 juſt with God, and ordinary 
cnouzh alſo, ro puniſh the ſleighting and: abuſing 
of his great mercies with ſome remarkable ſeverity, 
Whar is it that we or any. other {infull people 
ſhould preſume upon >. If .it be of our federal re- 
[tion ro God, that makes our fins far worſe , 
when it makes not us better, If it be becauſe we 
do profeſs the true ancient Faith, and cmbrace the 
Reformed Religion 3 . what is this, if we walk quite 
contrary to the principles and rules of it > We 
could never provoke God ſo highly, or diſhonour 
true Religion ſo much, if we did not openly pro- 
f:[s it, Such was once the vain folly and confi- 
dence of the Fews', ſaying , Templum. Domini, 
The Temple of the Ee, 9s Temple.of the Lird, 

| the 
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the Temple of the Lord are-theſe. It is likely the 
vain men were very confident, Becauſe God had 
a fair and ſtately Temple in the midſt of them, that 
therefore ſurely he would defend his own Temple, 
and not ſuffer his own Houſe to be burnt, or bea- 


- ren-down over his head ; and if that were kept fafe, 


Pſal. 98. 60. 


ram, 4. 11. 


that their houſes. ſhould fare well cnough for 
neighbourhood ſake : they had a ſtrong perſwa- 
lion, thar thoſe legs which had ſo often reſorted 
to: the Houſe of. God, and thar perhaps with ſome 
ſhew of.cheerfulneſs, ſhould never come into 
ſhackles : Yea, but if his own wig ts will make 
the Houſe which is called by his Name, a Den - 
of Robbers, it will leſs offend God to ſee it ſo a- 
buſed and, prophaned by the Heathen, as a man 
had rather be diſgracctully affronted by any ſtran- 
ger, then by a Childe whom he hath begor, or a 
Servant whom he hath carefully brought up. We 
know. that God forſook his Tabernacle at $h1oh, 
yea that he ſuffered his Ark (the moſt holy thing, 
that was in the moſt holy place, it was like Gods 
Ped-chambcr, or bed in his Houſe ) he ſuffered 
that to be taken by the Philiſtines, and to be car- 
ryed ( which was more ſtrange ) as a preſent to 
their Idol Dazon : but this he did our of his ab- 
horrence of the Prieſts notorious wickedneſs, and 
to ſhame both theirs and the peoples vain confi- 
dence, in ſuch a vain ſhelter againſt a ſtorm of his. 
indignation, raiſed. by their high provoking. ſins. 
If then God. delivered his qwn . Zion into captivity, 
if he forſook his own Tabernacle, yea ſuffered his 
Ark to be taken by the uncircumciſed Philiſtines, 
(which 
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(which , was as.if they had diſtrained his own bed 


from under him ) whom ' can we think he will 

ſpare, or of what will he be tender, if once he 

be highly provoked > We have ſeen to the very 

breaking of our hearts, that which the weeping 
Propher ſo bitterly lamenterh, He. hath deſpiſed in 1... < 
the indignation of bis anger the King and the Prieſt : -: 
yet withour all doubt, he is tender of thoſe degrees 

of men above all living : What elſe can be his 

meaning in his Ne atringite ? Touch not wine val, rog.1s,. 
Anointed , and do my Prophets no harm, | Yea, 

but who may ſtand in his fight when once be i *'*l-767. 
anery * 


Obſerv. 2. That the. anger of God againſt his Obſerv, 2, 
people , though it be moſt juſt, and kindked 
very hot, yet doth not aſually laſt very long. 


Such is the infinite graciouſneſs of God ,: thar 
( as the; Pſalmiſt ſaich ) he: will not almayes chide, Pa 703 5. 
neither will be keep his anger for :ever, God had 
cauſe juſt enough, and too juſt againſt-1ſrael, and 
in his anger had begun to ſmite them ſore. - The cr. i5l 6 
ſword ſhall abide. in his. Gitzes, and: {balk conſume 
bis branches, aud devour them becauſe of their. owt 
Copntels : - yer his render heart- quickly relenterh, 
as if it! failed him to. proceed further. How ſball ve. 8. 
1 give thee up, Ephraim ? how ſhall 1 deliver thee, 
Iſrazl ? | how"ſhall - 1: mbke thee as: Admeab ?, chow 
hal T:'ſet: thee-as Zebain'? Mine: fears. ns; turned 
mithin me, » my - repentings ae | kindled together. 
Uk; there be any. Pp in his /pcople, _ 
We ut 


2 


'IZ 
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bur like the: ſmoaking flax, his repentings' are kin- 
dled and blaze out: he makes it appear openly, 
how he repenteth of the cvil infliged upon his 
people, when it ſcarce appeareth, tow his people 
rcpcnt of the evil which rthcy Fave commined a- 
gainſt him : yea (which is more ſtrange) he re- 
pcnteth, and ſtayes his hand, wken their repen- 
tance is not really hearty, Ent forced and fained : 
Thar paſſage in the 73 Pſa'm may make us ſtand 
atnazed ar the - infinite mercy of' God, that he 
theuld be ready to rake up. and remove his rod 
from his pcople, when they did but Eumble eh:cm- 
ſelves with a meer outward ſhew of repentance : 
They ſought him indeed, and returned, and enquired 
early after God. Newertheleſſe (as the Pſalmiſt - te)!s 
us, V. 36.) they did flatter him with their mouth, 
and lyed nnto him with their tongues, Yet mark 
what follows immediately, But he being full of 


_ compaſcion | this is a ſtrange But | forgave- their 


iniquity; and defiroyed them nor, Yet truly there 
are ſome reafens, why the infinitely gracious God 
15 pleaſed to turn away his puniſhing wrath, even 
upon ſuch formal repentings. 


- 


1. To &«monſtrate the infinite graciouſneſs" of 
his own' nature,” how Tcady-he isto forgive, when 
fo little a matter as'an Ahab's humiliation will move 
him to ſtay his hand, and to fuſpend ar leaſt his 
judgements, | 

2. To ſhew, that he'is better pleaſed with forms 
of outward humiliation," though'proceeding more 
.fom; a ſence of his judgements," then' of fin, the 
true cauſe 'of them, then with no humiliation at al, 


and 
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and that ſuch a buckling under his rod doth leſs 


diſpleaſe him, rhen an obſtinare contempt and de- 


fiance of it. 


3. "Becauſe the wicked inſolence of thoſe 


wretches, whom he is pleaſed to uſe as his 
ſcourges to laſh- his people, oftentimes grow fo 
kigh and inſufferable in his' cycs, that it pleaſcth 
God upon any the leaſt occaſion to bridle it,and pur 
an end to it, Though he doth ſee ſo much true hu- 
miliation and repentance. in his people ;' as their 
afited cftace ſhould have. wrought in them, yet 
he cannot endure any longer to ſee the pride and 
inſuleation of their enemics over them. 1 am very 
fore diſpleaſed (ſaith God) with the Heathen that 
are at eaſe : for Iwas.but a little diſpleaſed {with 
my pcople] and they helped firward the affliction. 


Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, I am returned to Z:c.1.1,,161 


Jeruſalem with mercies, &c, As a Father who hath 
given a rod into the hands of aflave to laſh his 
child for his offences, yer if he ſees him roo cruc] 
and inſolent.in laſhing him, though he be not yer 
well pleaſed with his. child, yer will ſnatch rhe rod 
out of his hand, and layir on upon his back for his 
too much inſolence. So doth God oftenttmes turn 
away the rod of his diſpleaſure from his people, be- 
inz moved thercunto more by the. extreme inſo- 
lence and cruelty of their oppreflors, then by: the 
repentance. and good uſe which tis people have 
- made of their afflictions, And thus ir comes to 
paſs ; that his anger uſually doth. not continue in 
the height long rowards kis people. I their 6wn 
true Repentance doth. not wholly: quenchy it, or 


C 3 their. 


1; 


Applicat, 


Plal. 30. 5. 


Dcur. 32. 36. 
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their forced. Humiliation nach abate it , yet the 
wicked inſolence of thoſe whom he uſeth as his 
rod, doth commonly in a little time riſe to fuch 
an inſufferable height , that he will no longer 
abide it. ET. 
This maketh very much for the ſupport and com- 
fort of the people of God in general, and of all or 
any of his holy ſervants in particular, in their atfi&- 
ed conditions when they are loweſt; Thoſe who are 
not filiz ire, the childrenof wrath, yet may be, and 
often are, filii ſub ira, children under wrath, yer then 
they have this to comfort them, That his anger en- 
dureth but a moment : either their true and deep re- 
pentance may quite remove it,or their weaker mea- 
{ure of repentance may flake it, or the extreme in- 
ſolence and cruelty of their oppreſſors (like a wind 
which carrycth the flames per ſalrum) may blow 
away. the flames of Gods wrath from.chem, to leap 
and ſcize upon _their Oppreſſors : Let them then 
wait upon God with patience, and tliere will come 
a turning again. of the captivity of Zion in his 
ood time. When their deliverance is furtheſt off 
from their eye, it may then be neareſt at hand. 
Howſoever there is fewel ſufficient for their Faith 
and Hope to feed upon;(o long as there is Almighty 
Power and Infinite Mercy in God, And fecing Tat 
is ſewel ſufficient, and neer enough at hand to a be- 
lieving heart, let us not through our flothful 'un- 
belief, ler the fire go our for want of.our fetching 


' it in, and laying it on. Whenour hopes are! ar the 


laſt gaſpe, yer they may be revived with that graci- 
OUS 44867/4 The Lord. ſhall judge "his people, and 
repent 
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repent himſelf for hs ſervants, when he ſeeth that 
their power is gone, and that there is none ſhut up 
or teft. | 


Obſerv. 3. That it « God who worketh delive- Obſery, 3, 
rances for his people, aud that uſually in ſuch a 
manner, that it plainly appears to be only hs 
hand and doing. 


He it was that here turned again the cavtivity of 
Zion, It t he (ſaith David) that giveth [alvation Pfal. 144. 10. 
10 Kings, that delivereth David bus Servant from 
the hurtful ſword, The Plalmiſt tells us, The Lord pal. g. x6. 
& known by the judzement which he executeth + the 
wicked is [nared in the work of his own hauds, True, 
God maketh: himſelf many times known this way, 
It concerneth his own honor, - and the good of men 
'1n this world, that he ſhould do ſo, that. others 
might ſce, and hear, and fear, and do wo more y,.. .. 
preſumptuoufly, But God is more gloriouſly known 
by his mercies, and wonderful deliverances which 
he worketh for his ſervants, and it concerneth his 
honor, as much , or more , to make himſelf ſo 
known : Therefore in ſuch works he makes bare 
his arm, that we may {cc it naked, as the Prophet 
Tfaiah ſpeaks : The Lord hath made bare his holy \fti. 51.16 
arm in the eyes of all the Nations, and all the ends 
of the pp ſhall ſee the Salvation of our God, But 
in what work was it, that God thus made bare his 
holy arm ? It was (as the foregoing verſe ſhews) 
for the comforting of his people, and the redeem- 


ing of Jersſalem, So bare and naked COmnmnpeey 
oth 
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doth God ſhew his' own arm'in ſuch great deli- 
verances of mercy , that the moſt purblind eyes, 
even the very Heathen may ſee it, His righteouſ- 
neſs hath he openly ſhewed in the ſight of the Heathen, 
ſaith the Pſalmiſt ; and here in our Text the Hea- 
then took. notice that it was the hand of God : 


Then ſaid they among the Heathen , The Lord hath 
done, &Cc, Bs | 


Pd 


Now God is pleaſed to work his great deli- 
verances and works of mercy, in this manner, for 
divers reaſons; ſome relating to himſelf, ſoine to 
his people whom he delivereth , ſome to: his and 
their Enemies, from whom he delivercth them. 

1. With reference to himſelf, that the whole 
honor and glory of ſuch a work might more clearly 
and intirely ke aſcribed to him alone: That is a Jewel 
of his own Crown ; no creature muſt ſhare with 
him in wearing that : My glory will 1 not tive 
(ſaith he) to another, Therefore when he coins 
fuch a: work, he ſers his own Image npon it, and 
therewith alſo this ſuperſcription , Soli Deo gloria - 
To Goa, who only doth marvellous things , be the 


#lory : This he wonld have acknowledged , nor - 


only by thoſe who are barely Patients , and Re- 
ccivers of ſo great a mercy, but even by all thoſe 
whom he 1s pleaſed to uſe as Agents and Inſtru- 
ments in his work to bring it to paſs. All thoſe 
muſt (like rhe Elders in the Revelation) caſt their 
Crowns before his Throne, ſaying, Thou art worthy 
O Lord (thou, not we) ro receive honor, and glory, 
and power :' For thou haſt done all things, and for 


thy pleaſure, and by thy conduit all was and is 
done, 2, God 
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_ '2, God works his great works of mercy in this Ratio, 2, 
manner for divers reaſons which concern his peo- 
ple, As, . el 
1, That they might receive them more free 
from all temptations to Evil. And, 

_ 2, Withclearer and greater incitements unto 
Goodneſs and Piety, As namely, 

1, That they might be under a leſs temptation 
of aicribing too much ro men, whom he honoreth 
ro be his Inſtruments, We-are all , even good 
men, a little roo ſubje& to this fault : Ve hug 
the meſſengers by whom God ſends theſe mercies 
with ſuch endleſs complements, and give them up 
ſo much of our real hearty affeQions, that all, or 
the greateſt part 1s ſpent that way ; and when we 
ſhould come to praiſe God , and tender to him 
the. real manifeſtations of our thankfulneſs, ſcarce 
a tenth part is left, and that alſo offered not ſo 
checrfully and lively as it ought. To leſſen this 
temptation, God is pleaſed to ſhew his own hand 
more clearly and wonderfully in his gracious deli- 
VETAnces, | | 

2, It may be to prevent pride, and a vain litr- 
ing up of heart in his people. . As extraordinary 
favours of Princes are apt to . puff up 'vain men, 
ſo extraordinary Providences of Divine favour arc, 
through Satans ſubrilty, made ſnares even to good 
men,to lift up their hearts with pride:the good King 
Hezekiah was taken in this ſnare: After two ſuch ex- > Chr. 32. 25. 
traordinary favours of God, as the Scripturerelates 
at large, the heart even of this good King was 
lifted up : the beſt antidote which leaven is, to con- 
| | D fidcr, 
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| ſider, how clearly ſuch: favours proceed from the 


hand of God, who” never ſheweth his favour 'to 


\ make men more proud,but more humble and thank- 


ful : Here that of Sr. Paul is fit to be remembred ; 
What haſt thou, that thou didft not receive ? Now if 
thou didſt receive it, why doſt thou glory as if thou 
hadſt nog received it ? | | 
Bur this is not all, why God cauſerh his own hand 
ro appear in his great works of mercy, to prevent 
and leſſen the temptations unto evil 3 but ſpecially 
and more principally it is tro ſertle his ſervants 
more- firmly in the Principles of true Religion, 
and to incite and incourage them unto the praiſes 


of true Piety 3 As 


I. Such providences of God do help much to 
ſettle his '{ervants more firmly in the Principles of 
true Religionzand the more clearly the hand of God 
appears in them , the more plainly do they teach 
them to adore and ſerve the great God, who ruleth 
in Heaven and Earth, and doth whatſoever pleaſeth 
hint. Doubtleſs the providences of God are intend- 
ed by him, and are fo regular, that they are fit to 
reach men religious Piety ; and they do ſo , when 
they arc rightly interpreted by the Commentary of 
his written Word : Otherwiſe when (as ſome of 
our new Teachers have done of late) they are con- 
{trued to the over-ruling of his plain Word, they 
may miſlead men, we: harden them in impicty. 
When God doth plainly manifeſt his hand of ven- 
geance upon ſome wicked men, who have bleſſed 
themſelves a long time in the proſperous ſucceſſes 
of their wicked devices, doth not this make much 

tO: 
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to ſettle men in thoſe Principles of Religion which 

David infers from thence > The riehteons ( ſaith 

he) ſhall rejoyce when he ſeeth the venzeance, he 
ſhall waſh his feet in the bloud of the wicked : Sg 

that a man ſhall ſay (a man from thence may con- 
clude) Yerily there ts a reward for the righteous, 95,158.10, 
verily he is a God that judgeth in the Earth - yet] 
confeſs, that Providences of Judgement are not fo 

caſie, nor ſo ſafe to be interpreted, as the Provi- 

dences of Signal Deliverances and great Mercies 
_ to his People. In theſe the aim of God: is more 
clearly ſeen , and they do more plainly tend to 
ſertle the Principles of Religion, more firmly in the 
hearts of his ſcrvants, and to encourage them unto 
the ſincere practiſe of true Picty, Doth not God 
plainly reach his ſevants by theſe, to adore with all 
reverence his power, his greatneſs, his wiſdom, his 
Apoayucn and mercy manifeſted in them 2 Doth 

e not encourage them to walk with more reſolu- 
tion and cheerfulneſsin the wayes of his fear and 
true piety > Doth he not clear the eyes of their 

Faith, by raking out thoſe mores of Infidelity, which 
their own afflicions, and the proſperity of their 
Enemies had: before raiſed to tronble their eyes 3 

With ſuch mores of Infidelity the beſt Servants of 

God may be ſometimes troubled, whileſttheir at- 
fictions are many, and the flouriſhings of- rhe 

wicked are notorious, as appears by the ſtaggering 
complaint of the Pſalmiſt, Yerily 'T have cleanſed vg... ., 
my heart in vain, and waſhed my 'hands 'in innc- *y 
cency': Bur when God appears: once ina way of 

mercy to work a fignal deliverance for his his Ser- 
D 2 Vants; 
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vants, this clears their eyes of ſuch motes, and fet- 
tles their poor wavering hearts more firmly in the 

"bf Principles, and more reſolutely in the Practices of 

j true Religion. Lex me inſtance a little more par- 

nh ticularly in the happy and kindly «effets, which 

" ſuch mercics of God work in the hearts of his 

true {crvants, or at leaſt properly tend to work. 

2. They tend to draw the entire affeQions of 
his ſcrvants more ſtrongly, and to knit their hearts 
more. cloſe to God for ever : The more clearly 
it the hand of Gods favour doth appear in any blet- 
ll ſing, the more ſtrongly doth it lay hold upon, and 
ll graſpe a pious heart to make it wholly his, When 
Il God doth deliver his people, or any of his ſervants 

in particular out of trouble and danger, ſo as if 
he took him up in his own arms, and hugged him 
with many kifles, and carryed him out (as eArxeas 
|_ did” his Fathcr out of tne Trojap flames) upon his 
Wl own ſhoulders 3 will not this cauſe any ſervant of 
li God to clafpe him again with more entire affe&i- 
|| _ Pl42,18-1,2- ons, like David ? 1 will love thee, O Lord, my 
| ſtrength. The Lord is my Reck and my Fortreſs, and 
my Deliverer, my God, my ſtrenzth in whom I will 
truſt, my. Buckler,and the Horn of my Salvation, and 
my high Tower, | 
(108 -3. They pur them even to ſtudy _and bethink 
il themſelves more ſcriouſly, what returns of praiſe, 
| and what fitting expreiſions of thankfulneſs they 
| ſhall offer to. God, Fer extraordinary mercies call 
Plal. 16. 133 for ſome. extraordinary returns : So David, What 


ſhall 7. render unto. the Lord for all his benefits to- 
wards we. ? 
4. They 
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4. They make them more mindful of their 
vows, (if they made any ſuch in their ſad times 
of trouble, as many pious hearts do) and (careful 
to pay them. So David again; Thou O God haſt Pal. 5x, ;, 
heard my Vows, thou haſt given me the beritage of 
thoſe that fear thy Name, But what will David do 
upon this> He doth ſo excellently declare thar 
in another Pſalm, and his expreſſions (me thinks) 
are ſuch, as if they had been fitted purpoſely for 
our gracious Soveraign, and our ſelves, to put words 
into our mouths, and te[lus what we ſhould: do : 
Thou haſt cauſed men to ride over our heads, we Plal.&5.1,1;, 
went through fire and water, but thou broughteſt us I4. 
out into a wealthy place, I will go 1nro thine houſe | 
with Burnt-offerings, 1 will pay thee my Vows, which 
my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath ſpoken, 
when I was in trouble. EE: 
5. They tend to increaſe their confidence in 
God, and to make them reſt, with a, quieter ſe- 
curity upon his Almighty and gracious Arm, for 
the future : So David again 3 The Lord that deli- 1 Saw.17.37. 
wered me out of the paw of the-Lyon, and. out of 
the paw of the Bear, he will deliver me out of the 
hand of this Philiſtine, So allo. St. Paul; I was : Ti. 4.7» 
delivered out of the mouth of the Lyon... And the __ 
Lord ſhall deliver me from every evil work,, and 
will preſerve me unto his heavenly Kingdom,to whom 
be glory for ever andever, Amin. 
6. They bind his ſervants:to/walk humbly, and 
more cloſely with their -God:, as worthy: of hts 
mcrcies, that they may never give,him cauſe at- 
terwards to upbraid them with what.he once did 
D 3 for. 
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2 Sam.12. 7,8, for them, /45 once he did David very roundly np- 


9, IO+ 


on this account. 

'Theſe are manifeſt reaſons, why God is pleaſed 
to ſhew his own hand fo clearly in thoſe great 
deliverances, which he worketh for his people, for 
their Spiritual advantage, and improving of their 
graces: And laſt of all, ſome reaſons may be con- 
ceived, why he doth thus, in reſpec of his and their 
Enemies, As, | 

1. That ſome of them, when they behold the 
ſignal favaur-of God to his ſervants, may lay down 
all: their envy and malice towards them, and re- 


' pent heartily of all their opprefſions and injuries 


done to them. Thus we hope many beholding now 


the great work of God.in preſerving and reſtoring 


happily. our gracious Soveraign , will repent 
ey like Pater, for deavies their Lord and 
Maſter, 

2. That others, who have not ſo much grace, 
may yet be ſtricken with horror at the ſight of Gods 
manifeſt hand, and may repent ar leaſt with Fudas, 
loathing their pieces of filver , the bait and re- 
ward of their Treaſon , and may acknowledge, 


that they have ſinned and done very fooliſhly in 


betraying innocent bloud ; And if any ſhall repent 
thus, God' in mercy keep them from an end like 
Fudas, unlels they ſtill retain his heart, and might 
be tempted again for pieces of filver to plot ano- 
ther betraying of their Maſter, ab 
3. That the moſt obdurare of all might ſec, and 
fear , and be diſmayed; and cry for ſorrow of 
hearr, and howl for vexation of ſpirit, according 
| to 
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to that” of the Prophet 1ſaiah, Behold, my ſex- ifni, 65. 14. 


wants ſhall ſing for ,joy of heart : bnt ye ſhall 
cry for = F heart, and howl for —_ of 

irit, EOS. 
Y Thus ye ſee the great God hath many ſeveral 
ends , and weighty reaſons, why he-is pleaſed to 
ſhew his own hand ſo clearly inthoſe great deliver- 
ances which he worketh for his people, and why he 
will have it known, thatit is he, only he who turn- 
cth again the captivity of his Zen. 

I have been 4 
ny reaſons, why it pleaſeth God to work his great 
deliverances of his people in this manner ; bur that 
which moved me hereunto, was, becauſe I have 
diſcovered withall rhe true and right ufes,which we 
ſhould make of ſuch wonderful mercies of God,and 
the ſpiritual advantages which we might and ſhonld: 
gain by them : If we anſwer thoſe endsof Godex- 
actly, then we make the right uſe of them to our 
ſelves. This is to 'do a juſt right ro God. the 
doer,- and to improve them aright to our ſelves the 
receivers. ks 353 | 

I, Then let us give to God alone the whole glo- 
ry of ſuch deliverances, Let not thoſe whom God 
is pleaſed to ule as his great Inſtruments in them 
divide it (as the Afs in the fable didthe prey, as: 
much to himſelf as to the Lion) as- much to:them-/ 
ſelves as to God, Nor let us divide it, as fome 
men are apt enoughto do (in that more filly then 
the Aſs) more. to'man, thento God; Let the glory 
be divided ncither equally, norinequally : ict it 
not be divided at all, bur aſcribed wholly and wo 

| tircly 


mewhar large in the recital of ma- Applicat, 
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bd: Votiva Tabula. 
tirely tothe great and gracious God, who worketh 
. aL,anamal. + = - 

2. Let the hand of God , which may be diſ- 
cerned clearly in ſuch deliverances , make our 
hearts as clearly for him, as his hand hath been 
for us. 

3. Let us even ſtudy what kind of thankſgiving 
doth beſt beſeem us to return unto God for ſo 
great a mercy : not ſtudy what we ſhould deviſe, 
but ſtudy what he requires, what he may expect, 
and: what will be moſt pleaſing and acceprable to 
him; and offer him that with all ſtudious care- 
fulneſs. -- | | 

4s If any of .us have made vows to God, to win 
his favour rhe more readily, and to procure more 
ſpeedily this great mercy which he hath ſhewed to 
otir Nation, let us remember to pay cheerfully in 
the midſt of our joyes, what we formerly vowed in 
the midſt of our ſorrows. .. 

5. Let us henceforth begin to truſt our .good 
God with more confidence in all' our ftraits and 
troubles, and let us reſt upon him with an hopeful 
ſecurity for the perfeCting of his good work begun 
now amongſt us. Wirhin theſe few years , yea, 
within theſe few moneths ; how many were there 
amongſt us, that even diſpaired-of ever ſceing the 
things which we ſee, or hearing the things which 
we hear : yet there were alwayes ſome ſtrongly 
confident , that God would in his. due time cer- 
cainly turn again the captivity of our Zz07, 

By this time, I hope, we have all learned to reſt 
with more confidence upon the power and graci- 

ouſneſs 
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ouſncſs of our Cod, and to truſt him for all that yet 
emaineth to be done : yet truly our Prayers muſt 
go along with our truſt : VWhat we expe with de- 
lire, we mult pray for with carneſtneſs. Let us 
therefore continue in Prayer, that Cod would per- 
fe& his good work begun, that he would till pre- 
ſerve the man of his right hand under the ſhadow 
of his wings, thathe would hide him iz the ſecret 
of his preſence from the pride of men, yea (and, if 
it be his good pleaſure, to bleſs him with that rare 
happineſs, which hath feldom befaln the beſt of 
Princes) to keep him ſecretly in a Pavilion from the v5, 41. .0. 
ſtrife of tonenes. 
6. Laſtly, Above all, lct us who rejoyce greatly 
in this wonderful mercy of Gods turning again the 
captivity of our Ziez, be carctul ro walk worthy 
of it, Letus walk circumſpectly, not as fools, but y,9Qx.0, 7 
as wiſe; not only as men over-joycd at preſent, 
bur as circumſpect men, carelul ro preſerve what 
we rejoyce in. Otherwiſe it may betall us, as ir 
doth ſome young Heirs , who rejoyce too much, 
when they come to a rich Inheritance, and yer 
withia a few years, by their vain prodigality, their 
I nherirance and Joy both are brought to an end : 
Let us take heed , that we do not provoke God 
within a lictle while, to upbraid us with this great 
mercy he hath beſtowed upon us , in ſuch terms 
as he once npbraided David, 1 delivered you from 
a very miſerable ſlavery, which ye had pulled up- 
on your own heads by your wilful follics, and from 
the danger of a greater ſlavery, which was even 
ready to be put upon your necks; I gave you a 
| E King 
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King according to your hearts deſires, fuch a King 
as exceeded your deſires, in whom nothing was 
wanting that reaſonably could be deſired, or ex-' 
peaed ina mortal creature, and ſo gave him to you 
in my love and mercy, that it coſt you not one dro 

of your bloud to have him (which ye would have 
thought a great purchaſe to have gained with the 
bloud of many thouſands : )) and if this had been 
too little for you , what 1s there more which 1 
would not have done for you > Why then now do 
ye deſpiſe the Commandements of your God > 
Why do ye give occaſions to the Enemies of this 
mercy to blaſpheme > Brethren, if we the people 
of this Nation, after all this, ſhall continue in a de- 
bauchery of ſcandalous converſation, what 1s there 
left to accumulate the aggravation of our fins>- If 


after ſo great an affliction, if after ſuch a wonder- 


ful deliverance of mercy, it after God hath given 
us one of the beſt Loadſtones upon Earth to draw 
our hearrs unto Piety, Sobriety and Vertue, (the 
Exemplary attractiveneſs of ſo pious a Soveraign) 
we ſhall yer- continue in our finful ways withour 
fear, or thankfulnefs, or ſhame, what ſhall God do 
tO us to better usor what ſhall-we be able to ſay to 
hm > Our fins now will be much greater, as beins 
commined not only againſt againſt the authority of 
the holy Rulesof God, but againſt the luſtre of fo 
bright and winning an Example in man, 

Theſe are the uſes which all we, that have figh- 
cd under the captivity of our Z:9n,that have prayed 
for a deliverance , that rejoyce now in the won- 


derful deliverance which God hath wrought by his 
own 
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. ownholy arm, ſhould make of. this mercy. And 
as for thoſe who have been enemies to this grear 
work of mercy, who have had their headsor hands 
deepeſt in the-plots or ways of bringing our Zion 
into captivity, or holding her ſtill under ir, let us 
pray heartily for them, that they may now ſee their 
folly and wickedneſs, and repent thereof with real 
ſorrow 3 or if not, that they may be ſo diſmayed 
and confounded (beholding clearly the hand of God 
in this mercy which he hath wrought) as they may 
never again dare to make the leaſt attempr againſt 
it : And dovbtleſs, if we, that rejoyce in this mer- 
cy, ſhall anſwer the other ends of God , by our 
thankfulneſs. and worthy walking, God himſelf 
will take care, that all the Enenues of this mercy 

' ſhall anſwer thoſe ends which concern them, ei- 
ther by their repentance, or by their awful dread 


and horror, 


Obſerv. .4. That it pleaſeth God 10 work many Obſery, 4. 
times his great deliverances for his people þ : 
.. ſtrangely, ſuddenly , and unexpectedly, that 

they can ſearſe at firſk believe their own 

ſenſes, but are like men that dream. 


It is ſaid in the Coſpel, That the Enemy ſowed Mauh.13.25. 
his tares whileſt men y#7 : The Devil indeed doth 
ſteal upon us, and caſt his fire-brands of miſchief 
(whileſt we ſleep) but their ames quickly awaken 
us. with ſuch a ſenſe, as put us beyond thinking 
our ſ{clves in adream, The gracugus God of Heaven 
doth alſo often ſow his bleſkngs whileſt men, ſleep. 


E 2 Whileſt 


Aft. I23. 78, 95 
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Whileſt our Faith ſleeps as to the belief, and our 
hope ſleeps as to the expeRtation of ſo great a 
mercy, he comes privily as it were, and lays it 
down by us upon our pillows. Ar our firſt awake- 
ning, our eyes begin to gaze upon it, yet we can 
ſcarce believe it to be other then a dream. Such 
was the inexpeted and ſtrange deliverance of 
Peter out of Priſon, whom Herod had deſtinated 
the next day for a Sacrifice of popularity, to pleaſe 
the blindly zcalous Fews, The Angclisſent whileſt 
he was faſt aſleep, he ſtrikes him upon the fide, 
ſajing, Ariſe Peter, and he ariſeth, and the chains 
fall off from his hands. The Angel bids him, Gird 


thy ſelf, aud bind on thy Sandals, caſt thy garment 


about thee , and follow me, Peter doth all ' this, 
enough (a'man would think) to awaken him 
throughly : yer the Text tells us, He went out and 
followed him, and wiſt not, that it was true which 
was done by the Angel , but thought he ſaw a Viſion : 


yea ſtill further, the Angel! conduas him through 


the firſt and ſecond guard, makes the Iron gate 
which led into the City fly open, and leads: him - 
through one ſtreet paſt all oppoſition and danger, 
and there leaves him. All this while the Apoſtle 
thought, he was but in a dream 3 until his Guardian 
Angel left him to himſelf, he came nor to himſelf, 
Then he came to himſelf, and ſaid; Now 7 know 
of a ſurety, that the Lord hath ſent his Angel, and 
ath delivered me ont of the hand of Herod, and 
from all the expeftation of the people of the Fews. 
As ſtrange and unexpected (I conceive) was that 
deliverance of the Fews from the barbarous, ma- 
| lictous, 
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licions, bloody plot . of cruel Haman, When this 


Poor people, in every Province of Ahaſhuerus . 


Dominion, were mourning and weeping, faſting 
and lying in ſack-cloth and aſhes, when the day of 
their ſad doom was approaching , and Hamanrs 
— Cut-throats were in a readineſs to make a gene- 
ral Maſſacre of them-: what hope of help or deli- 
verance was left ro them > But behold on a ſuddain 
come Poſts from Mordecai with other Letters, that 
they ſhould gather themſelves together, and ſtand 
«pon their defence, and ſlay, if they conld, all that 
ſhowld aſſail them, Could they belicve theſe, Let- 
ecrs at firſt to be real > Did they not think that 
cither the Poſts, or themſelves, or both were in a 
dream > Were not the firft Letters for their de- 
ſtruction ſigned with the Kings Ring > Did they 
not know certainly, that having ſuch a Signature, 
they were irreverſible > How then could there be 
ſuch a turn on, a ſudden > But though the Letters 
were not reverſible, nor indeed reverſed, yet they 
were as good as reverſed by a way not imagi- 
nable. Mordecai the great Patron of his Nation .is 
adyanced into the Kings favour by a ſtrange pro. 
vidence, Hawan their great enemy is hanged, with 
all his ſons, the Fews have a lawfull Warrant 

ranted rhem, to arm. themſelves and ſtand pon 
. own defence, the fear of Mordecai and of 
the Jews falls upon their enemies, this chills their 
courage. for the preſent, though perhaps ir could 
not quench their malice : but who now dares aflail 
them, to execute rhe firſt | Letters procured by 


Haman ? Surely if the holyeſt Prophet of God 
E 3 that 
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that ever lived, had but a few days before fore- 

rold them of ſuch a deliverance, he would ſcarce 

have been thought to tell them any thing bur his 
own dream. And the poor Fews thus firangely 

and unexpededly delivered, might rhen have well- 
ſaid, -as our Pſalmiſt doth here, 'We were like them 
that dream : Yer thus it pleaſeth the great and wife 
God oftentimes to work deliverances for his peo- 
ple, ro make them know, that the great Keeper of 
Iſrael doth neither ſlumber nor ſleep. 

Now ſuch deliverances make us like men that 
dream, which are wrought with theſe or the like 
circumſtances, 

1. When God worketh them ſuddenly, and 
turneth the wheel of his Providence with ſo quick 
a motion, that it is ſcarce imaginable how ſo 

rear a work could be done in ſo ſhort a 

ace, 

; 2. When he doth his work by inſtruments and 
means very unlikely and improbable, fo thar no 
.. man .expe&ted , thar God conld or would have 
done his work with ſuctrtools, © - SITS 

3. When he delivers his people in the very nick 
of extreme danger, inter pontem & fontem : when 
the ram is caught by the horns ina buſh for a ſacri- 
fice, at that very inſtant, when the Knife was at 
Iſaac's throar. | 

4. When he raifeth his people out of a con- 
dition ſo defperare and hopes that it 1s like the 


raiſing up of Lazarws out of his grave afrer he had 
been tour dayes buryed, | | 


Yet 
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Yet thus, even thus many times it pleafeth the 
great , powcrfull , wiſe , mercifull and wonder- 
working God to contrive both the ſeaſons and the 
means, to lay out both the way and the time-of *' 
deliverance for his ſervants : which he doth, 

1. To cauſe the wonders of. his Providence to 
be more deeply admired and adored, and ever- 


laſtingly remembred. He hath made his wonder. p41, 151, 


full works to be remembred, The Heavens ſhall pc, 89 ,. 
praiſe thy wonders O Lord: thy faithfulneſſe alſo in 


the Congregation of the Saints, 
2. To ſet a more viſible and remarkable cha- 


racer of his ſpecial favour and love upon his ſer- 


vants ſo delivered. Such honour have his Saints in Pal. 149. 9. 


| the eyes of the World oftentimes, and beſides it 
is to them in their own boſom a ſweet teſtimony 
of Gods ſpecial favour and tender care over them, 


By this 1 know that thou favonreſt me, that mine ſal. ar, rt. 


enemy doth not triumph over me. 

3.. He doth it to quicken his people unto a more 
lively and elevated ſtrain ofcelebraring his praylcs : 
Such ſtrange and unexpected deliverances make a 
deeper impreſſion upon the hearts of men : The 
Fews days of Purim to be celebrated by them 
and their Poſterity throughout every generation , 
that. the memorial of their deliverance might nor 
periſh from their ſced, aroſe from ſuch a deep im- 
preſſion : and ſo alſo the holy reſolution of the 


Pſalmiſt : While 7 live 1 will prayſe the Lord, T Pi, 146. 2, 


will ſing prayſes unto my God, while 1 have any 
being. 


4. He 
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4, He doth it, that all the world may take no- 
tice, that it is he who ruleth in: Heaven and in 
Earth, who doth whatſoever he pleaſeth in Heaven 
and in Earth, in the Sea and all deep places, 


But though God worketh his great works of 
mercy in ſuch a manner, as it even aſtoniſheth us 
with admiration, and maketh us like men that 
dream, yet let us not be like men that dream, or 
that ſleep, when we offer up our praiſes to him 
for {uch mercies : Let not us the people of this 
Nation, be ſo dull in praiſins God for that great 
deliverance now wrought for us, as it we recko- 
ned ir but a pleaſant dream, God hath now given 
us a pretty ſpace to come to our ſelves, if we cn- 


rertain his mercy like fober Chriſtians, and do 


* Q . - - 
drink away the religious ſenſe of it. Ir is time for 


us now to compole- our ſpirits to a thankſgiving- 
frame, yea an high frame ſuteable to the grear- 
neſs of the mercy. Though ar firſt we were like 
men that dream, yet let us not continue ſo ſtill, ar 
leaſt let us not do worſe, when the mercy is ſo 
clearly aſſured to us, that we are ſure we dream 
not, let us not lye down again and ſleep in our 
ſins as ſecurely, as if God had done nothing art all 
to awaken us, Let this day of folemnity rouſe us 
up, which alarms us to praiſe our great and gra- 
clous God, Look every one of you tothe tuning 
of your own Inſtruments, your own' hearts, and 
ſet every of us awaken our own ſouls to bear their 
part in this conſort of ſinging praiſes to God, » 
Davi 


not (as ſome lay to the charge of ſome rejoycers ) 
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D4vid. did; Awake np my glory, awake Pſaltery nd Plat. ; 


Harp, 1 my ſelf will awake right early. 


_ "Obſerv. 5. That.common and natural rejoycing, 
in ſuch wonderful mercies of God, is lawful and 
comely, if uſed lawfully, * 


When the mouths of Gods people here were fil- 
led with laughter, this (as 'I have noted before) was 
a . joy no better then natural : yet ſure it was law- 
ful, or elſe thwpeople of God would never have 
ſo rejoyced, or art leaſt, if they had done ir, the 
Pſalmiſt here would not have thus ſpoken of it, if 
there had been any unlawfullneſs in ir. Bnet to put 
the marter out of doubt, we ſhall find it ſo, not onl 
here, but alwayes, or at leaſt moſt commonly wait 
the people of God, after great deliverances of mer- 


3 


7.8, 
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cy. Thus the Fews , when the malicious plot of Efth, g. 1g. 


proud Haman was defeated, kept a day then and in 
following generations, of feaſting and joy, 4 good 
day .,(as they called it) wherein they ſent portions 
'One to another ;' which was but fewel to feed a na- 
tural joy. And fo the 1ſraetites, after David hadlain 
Goliah, whoſe dreadful ſtature and firength, with 
his proud brags, had ſtrucken the 1ſraelitifh Hoſt 


' into @ chill fear, when they returned back from the 1 Saw. 18. c. 


laughter of the Philiſtines, they were met with a 
company of women out of all Cities, with Tabrets 
and Inſtruments of Muſick, ſinging and dancing. 
This joy was bur of the common and vulgar ſtamp, 
yet ſure if it had been to be reproved, it would 
have never been rela barely in holy - Writ, 


without 


- 


Ex99.36. 6. 
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withont-any tonch of diſlike. But what need '1- 
ſay much, in a matter ſo clear and of no greater 
conſequence ? 

1 ſhall nor need to excite any of you this day 
unto this kind of rejoycing. It hath been and con- 
tinues ſo great Univerſally every where, that ne- 
ver was it ſo ſeen before in our. 7ſrael , nor ever 
perhaps the like cauſe. This joy is as free' in the 
Nation, as was once'the cheerful devotion of the 
Fews, bringins in their gifts for the Tabernacle : 
There needs no Trumpet ro blow'® vp, bur” per- 
haps (asthen) more need of a Proclamation'to re- 
ſtrain it : qyet I am far from JTudas's repining, 
Why ws #hi waſt of the Ointment ? Only give me 
leave to give you a fca{onable caution touching this 
kind of rejoycing. * Remember that all natural 
rejoycing walks'upon the very brink of carnal re-. 
joycing * If your heads grow but a little gid- 
dy with natural joy, it 5'an hundred to one if 
ye fall -not into the ſtream of carnal joy, and 
ſtick not faſt:in rhe black-mud of it. All our affe- 
Rions in''truth/are as a ftream, with mach mud of 
corruption at the bottom. Little or no mud appears 
when they over-flow notthe banks of Religion or 
Reaſon - Bur when they 'riſe very high , they are 
commonly like: waters /in 'afloud , much ſoyled 
and ſullyed with mud, If our preſent exceſs of joy 
be only ſullyed with a little vanity , it will be 
. More pardonable, 'if the nud of drunkenneſs and: 
debauchery doth not make ir-look 'black and ſtink, 
"Hot only in the noſtrils of God, but of 'all our pi- 


oy . . 


.0us companions in-this joy. 
% Obſery 0. 
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| Obfery. 6. That though narural rejoycing 3u Go 
wonderful Deliwerances doth begin the dance, 

' yet religions and ſpiritual rejoycing wuſt fol- 
low and keep meaſure with it, Et 


If at the firſt riſing it flies neer the ground , yer 
like an Hawk, it muſt wind about ro' mount up 
higher : If it be no more then the joy of laughter, 


» 


- 


i, Obſerv, 6. 


it 15 but as the crackling ,of thorns under a p0t - xc, 1. 6, 


Our tongues ſkould alſo be filled with ſinging : 


Is any man merry ? let him ſing Pſalms ( ſaith James 5.13, 


St. James) Is any man checrtully afteQ&ed, or filled: 


with joy through any great bleſſing of God? (though 
it be not material to keep ſtrictly to the very letter 
of the word in {inging of Pſalms, yet) let him tune 
and quicken his heart, and let him elevate his ſpi- 
rit (as the voyce 15 in finging ) to celebrate the 
praiſcs of God. Ir was fo ordinary with the an- 
cient people of God, upon the reccipt of grear ble(- 
ſings, and after gractous deliverances, to {ing ſongs 
of praiſe unto God, that it we do not alwaycs read 
it was done, yet, we have no reaſon to conceive it 
left undone 3 yea, not only with them, bur it hath 
been the received cuſtom of all Nations in the 
world, to offer up their Sacrifices and Solemnities 
of Praiſe (after their manncr) upon ſuch occaſi- 
ons to thoſe Deities, from whom they conceived 
the bleſſing, which they rejoyced in, to deſcend : 
yea, rather then fail of paying their thanks to ſome 
Divine Power, thcy were ready to dedicate an Al- 


tar To the Unknown God, The very light of Na- *8.17. 23: 


2 cure, 
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ture, as it ties, ſo it hath taughtall men to offer up 
praiſesto the God of their Salvation, : 
But why theſe Thankſgivings were commonly 
offered up in Songs (ſo as now prailing God, fing- 
ing to him, and Thankſ iVIng are become Sjnony- 
ma, words of the ſame {tgnification) we may con- 
ceive theſe three reaſons, : 

I. Becauſe it requires a ſ{crious and ſomewhat 
ftudious meditation to compoſe a Song. 

i- 2, A more lively elevation of ſpirit then ordi-- 
nary, both in compoling and ſinging. 
+ 3. Becauſe ſuch things as are ſetted a little in 
our memortes by a Song, ( as if that faculty did 
'take delight in ſuch meaſures, or were much 
helped by them) are longer retained uſually, and 
oftner called ro mind, CERES 

Now all theſe things are very neceſſary in us, 
that we may praiſe God as we ought for his emi- 
nent mercics, and great deliverances, 

I. It becomes us to meditate and ſtudy, how to 
frame our hearts and tongues fit for ſuch praiſes of 
God as may be ſomewhat ſuitable to ſo great a 
bleſſing. 

2, It is reaſon that we ſhould raiſe up our 
ſpirits to a livelineſs more then ordinary at ſuch a 
time, | 

3. That we ſhould retain the remembrance of 
ſuch mercies for ever, and often call themacually | 
into our minds. | 
* Whether for theſe or other reaſons, this we find - 
howlſoever ; that it was an uſual manner to cele- 
brate the Praiſes of God in Hymns or Sonzs, Thus 
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we have the Song of Moſes, after the overthrow of Fxo. 15. 1. 
the Ezyprians ; the Song of the 7ſraelites, after God 
had given them water in the Wilderneſs; the Song Numb.21,17. 
of Deborah and Barak, the Song of Hannah , the Judg, ;. 7. 
Song of. Hezekiah, after his recovery, wich is called , ;,,, . . 
the writing of Hezekiah, becauſe it was written in = 
Votiva Tabula, a Table dedicated and hung up (as 
ſome Interpreters conceive) in the Temple, 7» per- 
petuam ret memoriam, as an eyerlaſting monument K 
of his thankfulneſs. What 'ſhould I ſpeak of the 
many Hymns or Pſalms of David ? They are 
enongh to afford ns a manual of praiſes for all oc- 
caſfions. And what he ſo frequently did himſelf, he 
as frequently exhorteth others alſo to do the: ſame, 
Sing unto the Lord , bleſs his Name, ſhew forth Pal, gs. x. 
his Salvation from day to day. Sing forth the Pa. 6. .. 
hon ur of his Name , make his Praiſe glorious, 
Let it not therefore ſuffice us ( dear Chriſtians) Applicar. 
that we have vented our felves fo freely in a way 
of common rejoycing : This is but like the outſide 
or hide of our inward joy, not fit to be offered un- 
to God in Sacrifice : there muſt be a ſecond courſe 
of rejoycing ſerved in after that groſs joy, a ſober, 
religious, hearty, ſolemn thankſgiving. I confeſs 
there is a neceſſary uſe of the natural ſpirits of joy 
in the ſolemnity of a religious Thankſgiving. As In- 
cenſe cannot be offered withour fire to make it burn: 
ſo neither can there be a ſpiritual rejoycing with- 
ont ſome ſpirits of natural to bear it up. The chil- 
dren of 1ſrael could not get their hearts im tune to 


ling a Soag of Zion, when they fate by the waters 


of Babylon, Vhen:they that: carryed them captive * 
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the Sougs of Lion: How. ({aid they) hall we fing 
the Lords. Song in 4a ſtrange Lana? There was 
fomerhing in ir, that Eliſha called for a Minſtrel 
to play: the Scripture tells us, 1t came to pap, while 
the Minſtril played, that the hand of the Lord came 
pon, him, The Muiick it ſeems compoſed and cheer- 
ed his ſpirit , fitting it to deliver to thoſe Kings the 
joyful ridings of an. happy ſucceſs. But yer though 
there be a gaod uſe of the ſpirit of natural: joy, 
they - are. never. theleſs bur the Crab-ſtock upon 
which. a religtous rejoycins may well be grafted, 
VVill you let a Crab-ſtock ſtand in your Orchard, 
being ſutficiently rooted , without grafting ſome 
Food cien upon it to bear you pleaſant fruity 
While, therefore your hearts are ſo frolick and 
cheerful with natural rejoycing , 15 it not good 


oe, \ 
time now to graft upon it a reliz1ous, ſober, hearty, 


cheerful thankſgiving unto God, tor this his-ſo 
great. mercy towards us ? Yes, it 15 high time, and 
a good ſeaſon yet ;, but ye know the time of graft- 
ins will be over, it ye neglc@ the due ſeafon, 
What means all our great blazes of outward joy, 
if our hearty praiſes of God do not in ſome mca- 
ſure anſwer them > He that carryerh fire in a cen- 
ſer, and hath no Incenſe ready to burn upon i, it 
may ſerve for the uſe of his own hearth, it is not 
for Gods Altar. Our rejoycing is to our ſelves, 
not to God, unleſs it quicken us to celebrate his 
praiſes. But oh, let not our good God find in us a 
cauſe to ſay, what 1ſaac once ſaid to his Father , 
Behold , the fire and the wood, but where #& the 

Lamb 


Pal. 137-132, and waſted them, , faid unto then, "7 #s..0n2. of 


HR 
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Lamb for « Bwym-offering *? Here is Gre *enonoh' * ."J 
of outward joy, nor ongh lard -on to'make 
i flame high, but where is the Sacriffce > where 
are thoſe hearty cheerful praiſes that Thouldbe of- 


fered- to me for a ſweerſmelling Savour 2 - VV 21 


Obſerv. 7. That God i: pleafed "any times #6:0bſerv,7, , | 
work deliverances for - his prople tn fo vlori- | 
ons and conſpicuous a manintr, that it draws 
_ the eyes even of, altens and "+ fo 14ke 
mitice of, and admire the grew Things which 
be doth for them. OE LA TOE Pl CRENs 
This deliverance of. his 'people 'was ſuch , 'that 
they ſaid among the-Heathen, 'The Lord bath done 
great things for them: The bright beams of Gods 
favour in ſuch mercies 'very often ſhine further 
with their light, then they warm with-their heat. 
All the ends of the world (faith the Pſalmiſt) have Pal. g8.z. | 
ſeen the ſalvation of God : yea, but all thernds'of 
the world, though they ſaw it , yer did nor'feel 
the benefit of it. The Heathen, who are out of 
the pale of the Church , cannot gather thoſe cu- 
rious flowers , of mercie which God planteth in 
thar garden, nor perhaps come ſo' neer as to ſmell 
the ſweetneſs of them, until God openertrto-them 
a fair way of entrance into it : yer they may per- 
hapslook over the pale, or through the pale to ſee 
ſomewhat of their beauty at a diftance : yet how- . 
ſoever, God gets 'more honour to himſelf, and de- 
ſerves a greater honour from: his people, when he 
ſheweth his righteouſneſs openly (his great favours PHl. 98. 2. 
to 
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to his people openly) in the fight of the Heathen, 
ſo that he even forceth them to confeſs, as here ; 
The Lord hath done great things for them. pe 
_ Might it not then do us ſome good (Brethren) if 
we would but take good notice,what Forreiners and. . 


Strangers of other Nations think and ſay of this 


reat work of mercy,which God, hath now wrought 
or theſe three united Nations ? Can they ſay Ic\s 
of it, then that God hath done grear things for 
us? And ſhall yor we bluſh for: ſhame, we who 
feel and taſte every day, and have ſuch hopes to 
taſte every day, more frccly of this great mercy of 
God ; if we ſhould ſay no more then they ſay, 
and do no more then they do-2 Should-not our 
hearty and rea! thankfulneſs , equal and exceed 
their wonder > our high praiſes go beyond their 
high admiration > If our ſenſe of ſo great a mercy 
doth not draw more from us, then the fight of it 
from them, it is ſure, Fecauſe we want ſenſe, at 
leaſt we have not: a true and right ſenſe of it, If 
we only joy in it like ſenſual men, or wonder at 
it like {leepy dreamers, not yet fully awakened, 'ir 
may be ſpoken to us as Chriſt once ſaid to his Dif- 
ciples, WWhar ſingular thing do you > TVhat do ye 
wore then others? Do notcven the Heathen > do 
not forreiners and ſtrangers do the ſame > Ir is for 
thoſe who feel not the cordial warmth and refreſh- 
ing of this mercy, to ſay and confeſs coldly, It was 
a Very ſtrange and wonderful providence of God : 


z.Sam. 36. 12, but for us who were lately like that poor Egyptian 


ſervant, left by the Azralekites in the Wilderneſs, 


- Pining, and ready to give up the ghoſt with hope- 


leſneſs, 


Potiva Tabula. 
leſneſs,but now are ſo refreſhed with this mercy,that 
our ſpirir is. come again to us, for.us what can we 
do leſſe then ſay, Bleſſe the Lord, O my ſoul, and all 
that is within me,bleſſe his holy Name. It is not e- 
nough for us to ſay no more then ſtrangers, The 
Lord hath done great things for #s, but it becomes 
ns to ſay, We will alſo dogreat things for him, and 
not only to ſay it, but ; 1 it. And although we 
cannot 1n truth do any great things for God: anſwe- 
rableto the great things which he hath done for us, 
not the King himſelf, nor the honourable houſes 
of Parliament, nor both together, no nor the whole 
Nation with them, (for when they and we have 
done all, it muſt ſtill be confeſſed, We are nnprofita- 
ble ſervants , we have done that which was our du- 
zy to do). yer_it is a time both for them and us, 
when God hath done ſo great things for us, to pur 
forth the beſt endeavours to do(it not great things , 
yet)asgreat.as we are able, for God and his. Sonne 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, And truely now is there a 
rime,if we ever knew any,wherein it may well. be 


fal 103.1. 


Luke 9-3; 


—_ 
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ſaid, Domino opms eft, The Lord hath needot ſome to wat. ir. 3. 


do great things for him, Nor do I doubt Eur onr 
gracious King and his honourable Houſes of Parlia- 
ment have had- this long: agoe in their ſerious 
thoughts, 2uid retribuemus Domino ?..Mhat ſhall 
we render again te the Lord *. and I hope they. ſhall 
nor wantRemembrancers amongſt thoſe Watchmer , 
who are ſet uponthe walls of our Fers[alen,wbo will 


i. 


our Jeruſalem be eſtabliſhed and made 4 praiſe in the 
whole earth. | S 


G- Thus 


wot keep ſilence, nor give God or them any reſt, untill Haiah 62.69. 
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Thns have I now run through all the matters of 


chiefnote in this portion of Scripture : I ſhall now 
come to apply that which hath been ſpoken(though 
it hath been done in part already) more dire&ly 


and fully to the occaſion of our ſolemn meeting this 


. day;and herein I ſhal aim only artheſethree things, 


'T 


1. Tomove you to conſider, into what a miſe- 


rable captivity and ſlavery God haa lately given up 
our Ziox,for our high provoking fins : though he 
formerly had manifeſted, how dear and precious 
a people we were in his eyes, by as viſible, remar- 


kable, and extraordinary tokens of his ſpeciall. fa- 
your, as may be expected by any people. Mr 
2, To draw you to conſider throughly, how the 
Lord hath turned azain our Captivity, ſo as we 
cannor bur acknowledge it to be his doing, and 
tow ſuddainly, ſtrangely, and unexpeRedly he hath 
done it ,- fo as we could at firſt ſcarcely believe our 
owne ſenſes, or think it any other but our own gol- 
den dream. | 
3. To ſtirre you up tooffer unto God the author 
of this our great deliverance, ſuch reall ſacrifices of 
thanksgiving,and to by to him ſuch ſongs of praiſe, 
that he being well pleaſed with our returns,may ſtil- | 
20 0N to perfe his work of mercy begun,ſo as thar 
every day'it may become more and more glorious 
to himſelf, and more and more joyfull tous, 
1. I ſhall lead youto conſider into what a mife- 
rable ſlavery and Captivity.the juſt judgement of 
_ puniſhing: us br our fins with our fins;had 
cal us, - Wy vs JIIP TRE | 


Ye 
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Ye will think perhaps this a ſad Subje&,andunfit 
for-ſo joytull a day. DN 
Were it not b#ter (may ſome ſay ) to forget Job.16. 21, 
thoſe daies of our ſorrow, like awoman in travail , 
who,after ſhe s delivered, remembreth no more the 
anguiſh, for joy that a wan is born into the world > 
Truely I ſhould willingly enough have accorded to 
ſuch a motion , but thar there is an unavoidable 
neceſlity to draw the black ground of our former 
ſlavery in the ſame table, wherein we deſire to ſet 
forth a lively repreſentation of the wonderfull mer- 
 Cyof God towards usin delivering us from ir. For 
I foreſce well enough, that this word of Slavery 
will ſound harſhly in rhtie cars of ſome men, All 
thoſe who have ſo long cried up theſe our unhappy 
times of diviſion and Anarchy,as glorious and bleſ(- 
ſed daies of liberty, will look aſquint upon me: 
And many others who have ſuffered little them- 
ſelves, and want that blood of Chriſtian Charity in 
their veines, to make them compaſſionate of their 
brethrens ſufferings; and ſuch alſo whoſe ignorance 
did not afford them foreſight enough to apprehend + 
the extreme danger we were in, of ſinking deeper 
into a more miſerable ſlavery, will thinke perhaps 
this word of Slavery to reliſh of too much bitterneſs. 
But truely I ſpeak no more of our former late con- 
| dition, then what my Senſe and Reaſon { tempered 
with Charity) convinces me to be apparent truth, 
and what I ſhall demonſtrate clearly (I ſuppoſe ) 
to all but ſuch as are blinded with the wages of 
their nigenlrſle, or hardned through their 


former diſorders, or preſent willfulneſſe. - 
G 2 What 2 


Bc 
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"What > were we notunder a miſerable ſlavery 
and captivity 2 If I had nothing elſe ro offer in 
prootof this but'one thing, whictf I am ſure no 


man can deny (and yet who can ſpeak of it with- 


out ſighs and tears? ) it were enough. 
Was not our dread Soveraizy , the light of our - 
Iſrael , our late King of glorious and. bleſſed memo- 


ry ( who, howſoever he were ; ge nar” -trea- 


ted both in words and: deeds by ſome deſperate 

wicked men, whoſought, and at length compaſſed 
his deſtru&tion, yet never went leſs in my thoughts, 
and of many millions beſides,ſobcr and pious: Chri- 
ſtians, then for the moſt vertuous, pious, juſt, gra- 
tious and fatherly Prince, that cver yet reigned 0- 
ver theſe Nations ) was not he (Iſay) brought un- 


der the ſtate of a miſerable: Captive > VWhar liber - 
_ ty was left him, but what the grace of God andthe 


nobleneſſe of his own ſpirit ( which are uncapti- 
vable) gave him? yea, he dyed 'and periſhed { as 
rothe ourward man) in ſuch a Captivity,to the 


' great {in and:ſhame of the whole: Nation; 'andro 


the heart-breaking and: unſpeakeable forrow' of 
rhouſands and: millions of his faithfull loyall Sub- 
jects. If we had ſufferedno captivity or flavery'in 
our own: perſons , yer were” we'not ' all Captives 
in him-2 Hecehat - did-nor feel - himfclff fo- they; 
may ſuſpe& his own heart ro watt: ſomething that 


is required in a:good Chriſtian;ahdia oyall-Subje&; 
Alas!his ſufferings were ſuch;as (except the ſnffe- 
rings of our bleſſed Saviour) ſcatce' any miſetable- 
Captive-ever-underwenr thelike; all cireuniftinces* 
conſidered; Our bleffed Saviour obeecryed Fn ; 

VER 
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Heaven againſt 54, as perſecuting him, when yet A. g.,. 


himſelf was far above the reach of his rage:it was 
only his members whom he perſecuted. He reckons 


that he was an Hungred, Thirfty, Naked,Sick, and in Mat, 15.35. 


Priſon , when this was not his own but only the caſe 

of his poor members, 
And might not we complain as juſtly, that we 

were Captives , when our head and King was cap- 


tive, and that a ſword pierced throughour hearts , 


when that fatall blow cur off him > - Could we be 
free,when he wasſo captivated > Or were we ever 
ſuch fools,to look for any better then a ſtate of miſe- 
rable ſlavery under thoſe curſed hypocritical wret- 
ches, who had captivated thus wickedly their own 
and our Soveralgn ? p 

Bur if this weighs too little with you to convince 
you of our late miſerable ſlavery,letus come to that 
whuch our ſelves have both ſeen,and heard, and felr. 
That will be enough ( unleſſe our reaſon and un- 
derſtanding were taken from us together with our 
ancient freedome ) to convince any-man ſufficient- 


; INS 
: What , I pray, of all that we call ours,was left 
us free, if lyable to the power of ryrannicall Uſur- 
pers > Were not our perſons under'a grievous fla- 
very, -when we were forced to obey known Utur-. 


pers , and that firſt one;then another, then a third, 
and. we knew not who the next 'day > To obey all 


theſeakogether contrary.to our own liking , and 


iy things as . contrary /to our liking as their au- 
thority,and as apparently contrary to our own good” 


2+to Our liking, and as much contrary to our good 


G 3 lawes : 
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lawes as to allthe orher,was not thisa miſerable ſla-. 
very to underſtanding ingenuous andhoneſt Spirits > 
Though there were ſome of our ancient good 


lawes left in being,(the beſt comfort and folace in 


our miſery.) yet which of themdid they :ſcruple e- 
ver to break , if the breach of it might ſerve to 
carry on and compals their wicked ambitious de- 
ſigncs > Was not our Magna Charta as much de- 
ſpiſed-by them as one of the Popes Buls? Their Rule 
was odious and deteſtable toall, but fuch as either 
were bribed with a ſhare in their impious ſacriled- 
ges and ravenous pillagings,or el{c had their judge- 
ments miſcrably diſtorted with Schiſme, or were 
much pleaſed with an indulgence to vent their wild 
dreams and hereticall blaſphemous fancies, or 0- 
ver-awed with a baſe fear , or won with ſome ba- 
ſer hope of advantages,to proſtitute ther ſouls and 
conſciences to a ſervile flattery of any men whoſo- 
ever were in power, and to the tmpudent pallia- 
ting of any thing whatſoever they did. Were not 
the perſons of very many of our fellow Subje&s,(if 
not our owne) and thoſe not of the meaner rank , 
but of the nobler, and of great quality, under a 
captivity and {lavery , when without any fault com- 
mitted, any law tranſgreſſed, yea without any the 
leaſtthought or intention of evill tro any, (that ever 
yet was madeto appear ) they were without any 
procefſe of law in times of peace ( if any times 
might be called ſuch fince our late diviſions, yer' 
it they mightnot , we were out of hope of ever. 
ſceing any other that might ) they were (I ſay) 
ſciſed upon by armed force, andcarried away WF. 
ener 
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ther and thither into remote places from their own 
_ dwellings, andclapt up in cloſe- and grin pri- . 


ſons ? yea there hath been a time wherein ( as if 
the Land could not afford priſons enough ) many 
of our fellow Subjects for noother crime but Loy- 
 alty, (which was looked upon by ſome men, as if 

it had been the ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt) were 
impriſoned on ſhip-board, and almoſt ſtifled un- 
der the hatches , with threatningsto be tranſported 
God knows whither : and all this to ſtill the reſtleſs 
jealouſies and feares of tyrannicall Uſurpers, which 
are impoſlible to be ever tilled. For the wicked are 
tike the troubled Sea , when it cannot reſt. 

Were not our eſtatesunder a Captivity and ſlz- 
very with Sequeſtrations> How legall,let our lear- 
ned Lawyers determine , it i5 out of my ſphere : 
bur how rigorous, unjuſt, and cauſelefle, any com- 
mon man might diſcern with half an eye: And with 
exactions illegall ( I may boldly ſay rhat) when our 
Lords and maſters not only bythe conſent and gift 
of our Repreſentatives in Parliament, ( whom: we 
found free enonghto give , and a great injurie hath 
been done to ſome of them , if ſome did not ſhare 
alſo deeply in thoſe free givings ) but without their 
conſents , yea without any formality or ſhew of it, 
impoſed and levied taxes from us, by their own ar- 
bitrary . power, and yeri(though the meaneſt Sub- 
je& knew this tobe contrary to- our lawfall __ 
and liberties; yea and though the whole Nazioz had 
bound themſelves with a Proteſtation to maintain 
and defend with their lives, powers and eſtates ſuch 
jawfull rights 'and liberties ) for-all this;' did ” a 
7 OR uckle 
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buckle (for fear gf ſomething worſe) to ſubmic 
unto ſuch arbitrary power as very flaves? And tru- | 


1y this was nogreat wonder. For we had ſeen our 


very Repreſenratives in Parliamentghe Aſylum and 
Saneuarie of our Eneliſh Libertie(which never be- 
fore was ſo boldly violated fince it firſt had a being) 
we had ſeen our Repreſentatives (I ſay) even thoſe 
whom we moſt highly honoured of them, and 


whoindeed were moſt worthy. of high honour(bur, 


God forgive us, we hadbefore too much idelized 
them as Demi-g0ds,n0t men, to the undoing of them 


| and our ſelves,and more then our ſelves, our late 


gracious Soveraign ) we had fcen them uſed as 
captives, and ſlaves, and forcibly carried awayty a 
baſe-born inſolent fellow(who in his name, Pride, 
bare the abſtra&t of his diſpoſition) and detained as 
Priſoners,. and excluded from a diſcharge of their 
truſt,and ever ſince ſecluded from any return there- 
to , that there might be none left to hinder the full 


 perfeing of our deſtruftion, -and flavery. Were 


we nat then under an open.ſlavery., when. the very 
ſanuary of all our Liberties was violated, and our 
Repreſentatives were thruſt ont of their Sanctuary , 
and could not make good ncither our Liberties nor - 
their own > And what ( I beſeech you.) have all 
our Parliaments ever  {ince been, untill now, but 


magni nomins umbre > Now. by the great mercy 


of God to this poor Nation they have indeed reco- 
vered their antient venerableneſſe in this. preſent 
one, which is full and free , not only. free from 
without from military force and awe, but free 


within ( which is the heli freedoms) from ;the Haſs 
| | Q 
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| of all fations and paſſions. But--what,' have. they 
been untill now for the molt part,but either a-com- 
pany of men ſprung out of the earth, without any 
voice of our ele&ion to impower them, or if choſen 
by us, then picked and cull'd,taken in and ſhutout 
ar the pleaſure of our great Lords and Maſters > 
yea and thoſe which remained. have been but as 


honourable priſoners in a kind of /;bera cuſtodia, to 


frame thcir votes or forbear them, according to the 
pleaſure and deſigns of the {word men, VWhat 0- 
- ther conſiderable ule hath been made of them, bur 
roimprove their vores a5 the faireſt way, to juggle. 
or conjure monies out of our purſes without novie 
or tumule > | | , 
| Burif ye would ſec a lively picture of our ſlave- 
ry,call ro mind that ſorry ſ{c-baptizing Conventi-: 
cle , which we knew not what to call, till upon 
mature deliberation they reſolved to ſtile themſelves 
a Parliamey!, Though there were amongſt them 
ſome wiſe and worthy men, who believe) much 
azainlt their own judgments and likings went in 
amongſt them,no otherwiſe then ſome peaceable 
men may ſtep in among{t thoſe that are makiag a 
fray,to prevent the miſchief which otherwiſewould 
be greater : 'fo they were content to fit amongſt 
chem, laſt the ignorance andhair-brained violence 
of Come bold Phanatiques ſhould have thrown the 
' Natioy at one caſt into utter confuſion : yer ſer a- 
{ideſomefew ſuch, whar did thataſicmbly confi. 
of;bur a company of mechanical,” unqualyticd pers 
ſons, inconſiderable for extraction ,'inconſitaera- 
ble for education ; inconſiderable for -cſtates, Ini 
CRT H conliderable 
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conſiderable for wiſdome - or experience of affairs , 
and conſiderable for nothing, elſe, but pride, faiti- 
en, violence, hypocrifie, and. an unparallel'd bold- 
neſs, ready to adventure upon. a bufineſſe ſo open- 
ly deſtru@tive to their.own and to the whole Nations 
fundamentall liberties > And yet theſe men began 
a Precedent of the greateſt danger that ever was, to 
have overthrown for ever the whole Nations right 


- ofeleftion, andthe true foundation of that Parlia- 


mentary power which reſides inthe Houſe of Com- + 
m0ns (which we hope will not be forgotten by that 
honourable Houſe at their better leiſure, as the 


greateſt grievance which the Engliſh Subjec7s ever 


 ſuffered,or can ſuffer in their liberties)and theſe men 


took upon them: an authority to make Laws to bind 


' us,and to. alter matters ſettled both in Church and 


State ( with ſuch wiſdomeas made them. ridiculous 
to all men almoſt of common ſenſe ) and to do one 
thing greater then all the reſt,to transfer the ſupream 
Amthority over us unto that muctherous Yſurper,who 
doubrlefſe had plotted all this pageant for the ſame 
purpoſe,to hide his ambitious uſurpation under ſome 
vayle; though never fo thin a Cobweb. What 
were we then, I pray, whileſt all theſe things were 
doing, andquietly done withour any ſtirugling,if we 
were not {laves? Surely the antient, noble, heroick , 
free ſpirit of the Engliſh was retyred,like the ſap of 
trecs in the winter,intorhe ground, which now of 
late began to ſhootup again as upon the return of 
aſpring. For indeed we had forſaken God and 


highly provoked him,and he had forſaken us,and ta- 


*en away from us as well our Spirits, as all probable 


INCcans 


Votiva Tabula. 
\ means of recovery , and in contempt ofus ſuffered 
ſuch baſe men to ride over our heads. + 

But if this be not enough to convince us, that our 
perſons, eſtates, and lawes too were under a flave- 
ry, Iwiſh that ye could meet withall or would find 
out and ask ſome of our brethren and fellow-ſub- 
" Jes who were bought and fold as ſlaves, (and 


that which was their lot might have paſſed by that 


example to have become ours as well as theirs ) 

ask them what was their condition - but God knows 
now into what remote lands I ſend you to ask 
them, for I know it not my ſelf, Ah!was there ever 
the like heard amongſt Chriſtians > Thar a Chriſti- 
an and free-born perſon ſhould be bought and ſol 
againft his will by another Chriſtian, and convey- 
ed againſt his will he knowes not whither > Though 
it be ordinary with the T»zks to buy and ſell ſlaves, 

as commonly as we buy Cartell, yet to a free-born 
Muſulman ( as they call them) of their own' pro- 
feſſion , I think ( if Tbe not miſtaken) that they of- 
ter not ſo vile an indignity. 

' But werenot our lives alſo brought under a mi- 
ſerable ſlavery by that new invention which was 
conſecrated with the blond of our late graciows So- 
veraign > He like a noble Prince choſe rather to 
become his peoples Martyr , thenthat ſuch a Mon- 
ſter (if either his power or his death could have 
hindered it ) ſhould be brought in to devour his 
people. For he foreſaw, that'it muſt be ted "ever 
and anon with ſacrifices of ſome moſt noble or loy- 
all bloud, as it hath been hitherto ever. fince :* ye 


all know what I mean; it is the . preterided Hgh 
| H 2 Court 
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Court af Fwuſtice, the only ſure. trap ..to inſnare 
thoſe Wo our great fk had deſtinated to 
dearth, yet the conſciences of indifferent. Jury's 
( they feared ) would reſcue and ſave : yea (it iry: 
had bcen poſlible ) we muſt not have kept our-rea- 

ſon or ſenſe free from ſlavery : we muſt have be- 
lieved thc higheſt Tyranny to have been a glorious 
liberty ( as they were pleaſed to call it) the difor- 
cerly confuſion of all things in the Church, to be 
a bleſſed Reformation, the inſupportable opprefſi- 
ons of the Nation to bea relaxation of our burthens, 


the overſpreading ofherefies and blaſphemics to be 


| 


glorious rayes of new light, yea an univerſall rolc- 
ration to be the uſher unto Chriſts Monarchy , and 
a way to preparehim ſuch a Throne in this, Warld, 
as he never yet had, nor (we believe ) ever will : 
we muſt have belicved (I fay ) all theſe things in 
deſpite of our reaſon and ſenſe , or ar leaſt have 
heard allthis moſt impudently affirmed in publick, 
with {ſuch pattent 'cars and countcnances as might 
carry a ſhew of believing :it , which-alone were 
a flavery ill enough to an ingenuous and free Spi 
It, | | EN 
But ſome perhaps will ſay, Yeabutall this time 
we enjoycdairec liberry of Conſctence, which is 
worth all : many tender conſcienced perſons were 
free from choſe heavy burthens under which they 
once grogncd.: were we not happy in that in com- 


- 
% 
wv 


wo of 'which -;all other\ things: are bur tri- 
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fold, thenthoſe whereof men heretofore madeſo 
loud complaints, Let other men ( if they pleaſe ) 
blind their eycs,whoſe conſciences perhaps aremore 
tender on the left fide, then on the right, and have 
little feeling on that {ide + but for tay part, if God 
hath given me any ſenſe in my conſcience ( which 
I am aſſured of ) or any cyes of reaſon in my under- 


ſtanding, there never was in my memory a time of 


fo lirtle Liberty for conſciences really and knowinz- 


ly render ; Thar thdced hath been the thins very 


much crycd up : the very glorionz Name of thath 
been the Trojan Swrſe to bring inmoſt of our miſ- 
chiefs indiſcoverably ; Golforbid it ſhonld continue 


or renew them, I hope after ſo nch experience of 


our rimes', there will by the prudence of authority, 
be a diſtin&tion made berwixt Conſciences know- 
ingly tendcr , and really or fimply tender, and con- 
{ctences ſuperciliouſly, frowardly, wilfully , humo- 


rouſly, or politickly tender. The devill may be in 


the will, when he pretends to the conſcience as his 
Sandtuary, ( as a late Divinc,(as-greata- patron to 


render conſciences as any man, hath excellently dif- 


TT 


Feremiah Buy - 


roughs Treae- 


covered : ) There are Conſciences without donbt © cap, 6: 


knowingly, really, ſincerely tender, If any be ſach, 
or have'but the likely face of fuch, who would: nor 
favour them» Whoſoever ſeeks tokeep 5 Con- 
| ſcience himſelf, 15 alwaics-charitably render-ofano- 


ther mans. -But'there hath appeared ſolittle of this 
tendernefſerowurds others , tn many-of thoſe who 
have enjoyed their own Liberticsfreely'to do and 
ſpeak whatſoever cheywpleaſed, that 1 have nor 
ſaid it without canſe 5 There never was a time-of 


putting 
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putting harder and heavyer yoaks upon: conſcien- 
ces really tender,thenthis time of@ur late Captivi- 


ty. What ſnares have been cunningly laid for them <.4 


by Oarhs, Proteſtations, Covenants, Engagements 
&c? So much Sugar of fair words have been in them, 
and the Rats-bane ſo hidden andunſuſpe&ed , thar 
very few could diſcern ir , untill s afterwards ap- 
pearcd in the m—_ - yet ſome men of tender 
conſciences, who either {aw more,or had ſtronger 
ſuſpicions ,, were without all pity ſtripped of their 
eſtares and livelyhood , becauſe they could not in 
conſcience {ſwallow ſuch bairs roundly. Such men , 
though of great knowledge and unblamable conver- 
ſation, were not allowed by the charity of our times 
to have any conſciences at all,but only ſtomacks : So 
there was no liberty afforded to their conſciences , 
raking it firſt , as grantedthat they had none : Be- 
fides what reall contrarieties have there been ( or 
at leaſt ſo ſceming,that it might trouble the heads 
and conſciences of wiſe and.pious men to reconcile 
them ) in Proteſtations and Covenants | impoſed at 
one time, and at another time Engagements and 
Subſcriptions,it not plainly contrary one to another, 
yet ar leaſt not well agreeing with the trueſt ſenſe 
and honeſteſt meaning of our former oaths of Alle- 
giance?Ar one time they bindeus in a Solemn Cove- 
nant under an high penalty or dread of refuſing it; ar 
another time , having ſhamefully broken it - them- 


| ſelves,theyfleight it as an old Almanack out of date, 


and draw on others to break.it, and are much diſ- 
pleaſed with thoſe who could:;not openly brook ſuch 
a foul wounding of their Conſcience, Were theſe 


then 
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thenthe times , that made ſo good proviſion forthe 
.'# Ibbertieoftender,conſciences > What ſhouldI ſpeak 
now of the many ſolemn daies of Thank\givings im- 
poſed upon us '# ſuch vi&tories whercin the bloud 
of our dear brethren was ſhed in a Civill warre > 
How hard was it for ſuch peaceable Spirits, wko 
never joyed inthis war , nor durſt ever ſound a. 
Trumpet to kindle or foment. it, to fatisfie them-. 
ſelves tn conſcience, that God would accept ſuch 
prayſes,. or that they ſhould therein offer any other 
but the ſacrifice of fools > For they could not. find 
the leaſt example or warrant in Scripture for. ſolemn. 
thanksgivings upon. ſuch ſad occaſions 3 and might. 
not be ignorant , that the very Heathens our of - 
common principles of reaſon and humanity had for-. 
born theirtriumphs and ſolemnities of thank(givings 
for the vicories of civill wars : I cannot but remem-- 
ber one of thoſe rthank({giving daies above alchereſt, 
Lcan not now in particular call to mind for what 
ſucceſs it was , only.I am ccrtain it was in the year 
1650, There was then a. day. of thankſgiving ap-- 
pointed to be kept upon that. fatall black day in. 
Fannary, Wherein two years before they had bar- 
baroully. murthered our late gracious .Sowveratgn, 
Could not thoſe men foreſee > nay , did they. nor. 
foreſee it well enough , how infinitely grievous ic 
would be to the greateſt part of this Nazzor,.co pur. | 
ona face of joy upon ſuch a day. which could nc. | 
but renew the remembrance of their deepeſt for- 1 
rows > What was this but to give galland.. vinegar. -|| 
to drink (asthe Feps once to our Saviour in his | | 
paſſion ) unto many thonſandcrucified hearts > Yer | 
| as, FF | 
| 
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as if it had been a pleaſure to them to #riumph: in 
their horrid ſin , or as if they had been ambirious'to 
trampleupon the conſciences of an heart-broken 
people , they appointed even this day for a folemn 
bay 4 ne were more fit tobe kept for e- 


ver by this Nation as a day of publick humilliation 
( as {tri&ly as tie day of attonement by the Fews ) 
both to appeaſe the wrath of God for that horrid 
ſin , and to keep the memory thereof in deteſtation 
unto all generations, Vas this one of .theis tender. 
reſpe&s to the conſciences of men > But may nor 
that great City afford us an inſtance of the liberty 
that was indulged to tender conſciences > an in- 
tance, which they and the whole Nat7oz"tould nor 
but take notice of, when their moſt honourable Of 
ficer, the Lord Mayor was not only put our of his 


511:rmzn Rey- Place ( this had been fair and gentle)but impriſoned 
»1-ſoarhcn and(if I miſtake not)deeply fined(ar leaſt indamma- 


Lo d Mayo-. 


dmany thouſand pounds ) and allthis for what? 
Only becauſe having uſed the beſt advice of Divines 
(as I have heard) ro inform his conſcience , and 
being willing to yeild toany thing but the deep vio- 
lation of that with perjury , he could not comply 
with a command of theirs , being bound by a Fn 
mer oath which he conceived irreconcileable with 
their command : Butit Fegan now at length toap- 
pear more clearly , whar liberty of conſcience 
men really conſcientious were likely to find under' 
thoſe hypocriticall grand Patrons ( as they preten- 
ted ) of fach Liberty, For ( asif they had nor yer 
ſufficiently tyrannized over the conſciences of this 
poor Nation , nor involved it yet enough in the. 
EET, ouilt 
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guilt of exectable perjury ) they had at laſt contri- 
p Ro moſt curſed ſnare , rhart could be found in 

the bottome of Hell', An oath of abjuration againſt 


thewhole line of the Roy all Femme , 'with a deſign 
to leave no perſon'in Office,cither in Church or ſtate 
- or Armies. that ſhouldrefuſe ir. But here God was 


” 


pleaſed to take of theſe Fehu's chariot wheeles, and 


out of his compaſſion tothe good Conſciences re- 
maining in this Nation ( wherein yer he had reſer- 
ved'to himſelf many ſevenrhouſands ) to bound the 
proud wavesof their ambirious tyranny, For other- 
wiſe, what would this curſed oath have ſerved for 
It would have been a pound, into which they would 
have driven and pendedup all rhe good conſciences 
in this Nation (as the Papiſts once by a plor drew in 
and ſhut up rhe moſt yoble Proteſtants within the 
Gates of Pars, ) and then ( if it had been feiſible ) 
| would have madea general maſſacre of all the good 
Conſciences in this Kinedome ſo pent up ;'a thing 
worle then the Pariſian Maſſacre. Thus was it an 
no: better for libertie of conſcience. There were 
yoaks impoſed, and worſe prepared for the conſci- 
ences of this Nation , rhat might not only gall, but 
even ſtupifie and dead them altogether. And how 
could it be. otherwiſe expe&ed > Was it probable 
that men who had Rupificd their. own conſciences 
by Perjurizs, Regicide,and Sacriledge ſhould cver be 
tender over the conſciences of others,who had a per- 
fe& abhorrence of all '\uch horrid fins, howſoever 
they might ſeerh to favour the hypocritical render- 
nefle of other conſciences, who ſcrupled not ar all 
a compliance with,and a flattery of them in all we E? 
| ut 


OO — — — — — —_— =- 


—— — ,——— — — + 


Fativa Tabula. 


But there will come a day , wherein it will appore 
(rhough loyalty and a good conſcience have bees 
ju =. at as incompatible) it will appear ( I 
ſay ) either inthis world, or inthe day of thereve- 
larion of Chriſts righteous judgment, that render- 
neſſe of conſence is not a grace peculiar to thoſe 
only, who have Phariſaically claimed to themſelves 
the name of the Godly party, and impropriated the 
honour oftender conſ{ciences to their party 3 who 
nevertheleſs after they had ſtrained at gnats could ca- 
fily ſwallow Camels, who,to ſariate their own am- 
birion and covetouſneſs , could tack about to ſail 
with every wind , and toenrich themſelves, could 
fmoothly ſwallow the Kings inheritance, the Chur- 
<ches patrimony, or any fiſh that came to net - but 
belongs to thoſe as much or rather , who have with 
patience ſuffered reproaches, perſecutions , impri- 
ſonements , who have- raken joyfully the ſpoyling 
of their goods,and were: prepared (if it had been the 
pleaſure of God ) to ſuffer further, rather then- de- 
{crt the principles of the Proteſtant Religion , and 
betray-their own conſciences, in betraying it, who 
have beenwell content to live in mean conditions, 
with contemprt,.yea perhaps would rather have beg- 
oed their bread from door to door,then have tou- 
ched thoſe accurſed things , wherewith ſo many 
tender conſcienced men (forſooth ) have ſo warmly 

feather'd their neſts. 7 
Some men perhaps will be ready to rhink and 
ſay , that I have ſpoken allthis out of ſome diſtem- 
&rd paſſion of anger,ſpleen , orrevenge. God for- 
id that I ſhould bring ſuch unhallowed paſſions in- 
to 
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to this holy place, I trembleto do it, whatſoever 
others uncharitably may think or ſay. I have deli- 
ber ately calmed my ſpirit , and have ſpoken ( if 
"mine own heart deceive me not ) with a Spirit free 
from anger, envy, hatred, or revengetull defire to- 
wards any man living : Nor dol deſire to exaſpe- 
rate your Spirits , which hear me, againſt any of 


thoſe who unwittingly or wirtingly have been the | 


Authors of leading us into this miſerable ſlavery, 
no not againſt thoſe who have ftriven to continue 
and increaſe it upon us, It. your - ſpirits be inraged 
azainſt men ( though for their wickedneſs ) how 
will ye come nigh the Altar of incenſe to offer up 
to God your praiſes > Let them repent and find 
mercy with Godto forgive them , yea, if it ſeem 
Food, let them find more mercy with men then 
they have ſhewed , or were ready to ſhew ro 0- 
thers, My true aim (as I told you ar firſt ) was on- 
ly to ſhew clearly, that for our high provoking fins, 


the God of heayen had given up this our Zi» unto 


2 miſcrable ſlavery : this was to lay @* ground that 
might make usmore {enlible of his wonderful mer- 
cy 1n turning again the captivity of our Zz0p : and 
this to raiſe up our hearts unto a more lively, h' gh- 
er, and chearfuller prayſing of God forſo great,in« 
valuable and oaks ull mercy. It was, that when 
[ had prepared you to entertain a RY we ſenſe of 
this great mercy of God , by looking back upon rhe 
miſery our of which ir, hath delivered oo 9» YC 

night this day bring an Abels offering , tae fat and 
beſt of your flock, the very marrow of all your af- 
feRions to be offered to God in a facrifice of thanks- 
| TS giving 
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giving, Thus have I done with rhe firft thing, which 


' 1 would have.you toconfider this day 3 the next 


's to conſider how clearlythe handof God hath ap- 
peared in turning again our captivity, and how 
ſtrangely and uncxpeRedly he hath wrought it, ' 

VWho but rhe great and our gracious God hath 


wrought all this for us > Inſtruments he hath uſed 


divers , and of diverſe ſorts : bur who but. himſelf 
hath raiſcd them up ? who but he hath managed and 
overruled them > who but he hath bleſſed them with 
ſo admirable a ſucceſs > Some may be reckoned as 
h1s inſtruments to bring about this work,which were 
ſo ſtrange and unhandſ{ome tools for ſuch a buſineſs, 
that none but ſo great and ſo wiſe.a workman as God 
could have made uſe of ſuch bad tools in ſo good a 


work, For it ſeems clear enough to my obſcrvati- 


/ on { which ſome others perhaps will take no notice 


of ) that God hath made uſe of many inſtruments , 
who never intended in the leaſt to p fm him this 
way,butſought more then any men on earth to have 
withheld this mercy from us, which ( ifwe look in- 
to it ) doth as clearly maniteft rhe hand of God , 
as any thing elſe in the whole ſeries of this merciful 
provid ence: Iwill Fonee briefly at ſome prece- 
ding Providences which brought onwards this mer- 
cy inſenfibly and indifcoverably to us, that now in 
the up-ſhor are fit to be taken notice of,that we may 
the more admire the overruling power and wiſdome 

of God,and praiſe him accordingly. o@ 
When th at firſt uſurper by extraordinary ſucceſ- 
ſes and deep policies had ſerled himſelf with ſome 
kind of quictneſs in apowerof dominion over 2. 
ar 
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far 'higher then any of our Kings ever - exerciſed; . 
and had provided (ar leaſt in his own thoughts and 
aimes) for continuing it ſucceſſively in his own line, - 
then God was pleaſed ( before he. had ſpun out the. 
whole webbe of his Matchiavilian policies ) to 
call him to an account in another world : His ve- 
ry Effigtes kept a ſtate over us, for a while, as if it 
had been like Alexanders tent, and as if this poor. 
ſpirited N-2707 ſhould ſtoop to a painted puppet, 
His ſon ſucceeds,a perſon more innocent, leſs am- 
bitious, whoſe danger aroſe more from the. envy 
of his Fathers friends , then from the hatred of his: 
enemies : This man, though a young Phaeton,holds 
the rains more gently, eſpecially upon the heads of 
the Royal party, having carryed. before a ſhew + of 
approving the Kings right, more. then his Fathers 
doings. His common ſaying ( as is reported ) was, - 
that they did him no harm, nor would he. doc 
them anyzif they would not diſquict him, he would | 
not diſquiet them :..This made that , party which - 
was trueſt and fierceſt for the: Kings intereſt, to - 
champ leſs upon the bridle, . and not to foam - to 
much at the mouth againſt him,as- againſt his bloo-. 
dy hated Fathcer,who ſtill encreaſed his hatred more 
and more, by drawing ſooften again andagain much 
honoured and beloved bloud. This man, begins ina 
way CE FOOT to the people; and by ſome 
popular flatterers had { prepared himſelf .a- way: to - 
et the, reputation ( which before he had not ) ofa - 
Per pious man.,,;and, of. {ingular ' parts, He calls 
together a Parliament fairly to be elected according 
to Law : and without any other detcR, fave in the - 
ras op Authority y 
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Authority of the Caller,and' abſence of 'the Lords 


(thoſe == ones I confeſs) a Parliament mectscon- 
fiſting for the moſt part of worthy and welttemperd 
Gentlemen, Theſe finding him very tractable , and 
readyto comply with them in things reaonable for 
their pablick good(or as ſome ſay ready ro comply 
wirh the dearly beloved intereſt of a potent party ) 
were inclinable enongh(as was ſuppoſed) ro have 
complyed with his intereſt,and to have ſcrled him in 
his uſurped power,out of an earneſt(though prepo- 
Kterous defire)to bring this Nation untoa ſpeedy ſet- 
tlement, Had this deſtgn ſucceeded(if any ſuch there 
were)ir had been as great a block in the way to hin- 


der us from the happy 'mercy weenjoy this day, as 
any thatyer was ever laid,andif this block had been 


laid it had been done by many that were ſure the 
Kings friends,and very few his Enemies. The people 
generally were ſo fond of ſertlement,that they would 
have been quieted with any ſettlement, though 
ſtrangely botched up,” if it had but carryed the name 
of being made by a Parliament, But God in his good 
providence keeps off this great block to the Kings In- 
tereſt , when it was,as ſome have ſuppoſed, ready 
to be laid ,. keeps it off, I ſay,not by the aftins 'of 
any. of his friends:but of his worſt enemies : if his 
friends were: laying tt, - God ftirs up his enemies ( 1 
mean by the Devil, as heftirred yup David to num- 
ber t he people ) to hinder the laying of ſo great a 
block,in the way of his-Majeſtiesquſt right ind inte- 


reſt, For theinſolent *and ambitious "great com- 
| Mmanders ( none forwarder then thoſe ' who were 
nearlyeſt tyed to him in alliance, and in probability 
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(hould have been faſteſt to him.') they( to their own 
unforeſeen ruine)pul down Richard ſuddenly ,who 
reſigns as quietly , as if he had been willing to 'pare 
with a ſtollen prey, and in likelyhood- (if he had 
been able to do it ) would have rather choſen tore- 
ſtore it to the true owner , then to have it {o igno- 
miniouſly rent from him by other ſtrong Thieves. 
Here began the firſt diviſion of the Army to heat 
their blouds one againſt another, 8& to weaken their 
Pretorian power : A ſtep this was,though never in- 
tended(ſave only by divine providence)towards that: 
great mercy of God which we have now received. 
The infolent and ambitious officers ( though ir 
is likely the Devil even then had whuſpered into 
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ſome or other of-their ears, Omnahac tibs dabo, 1 


will give thee all theſe things if thou wilt warſhip me) 
yet wereaſhamed or afraid at'the firſt bluſh to 
own openly the mark at which doubtleſs one or 
more of them ſhot ; To vail their ambition for a 
while,they call together-a. remnant and the moſt 
guilty part of the /ong late-Parliament, a party who 
before were not very gratefull , bur ſince that time 
hath become very contemptible and odious ro the 


people,by an abuſive Nick-name of the Rump. And 


now theſe Commanders cry. up the Good old Caufe, 
( which themſelves ſure never intended to ſuffcr 
to grow much older ) but this cheat was now 

rown too ſtale to deceive the people any longer , 
Nis old bawde was even loathed by them,who had 
committed much fornication with her in her youth 
and flouriſhing age. Yet this ungratefull peice of 
Parliament did the Nation ſome ſervice , in repreſ- 
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finga little the inſolence ofthe ſouldiety, in brin- 
ing themto anacknowledgement( at leaft formall ) 
of a ſuperiour power , and keeping up ſome face 
of a civil ' Government, But when the ambirious 
plotsof ſome Commanders were grown riper, and 
the Souldiery were moulded to bear no reſtraintsof 
their infolency , though never ſo gentle and reaſo- 
nable, or fearing leſt theſe old bearen Politicians 
ſhould - out-wit them , and bring their power very 


low,then with-out any good manners art all they caſt 


out their lare acknowledged Maſters violently our 
of doors;yet their diflolution was not without a fe- 


cond rupture and breach in the Army greater then 


che former ; another ſtep tending to break the de- 


 figns and weaken the* power of his Majeſties ene- 


mes, and to make his way of entrance into his 
right more ealy, Now ſprings up a new Name 
and thing of Tyranny like Dazzels fourth beaſt wirh 
iron teeth , more dreadfull and terrible then all the 


former, a meer armed power calling it ſelf a Com- 


mittce of Safety , aſſuming to it ſelf an authority to 


repeal Acts of Parliament, to exa&t monies by 


their own decrees, and to contrive a new Govern- 
ment ( yet unborn )and likely tobe ſtifled: by fo 
many un{kiltull and diſagreeing Midwives in the 
birth ) which yer the Nazio» muſt wait for, and 
trzough it proved but a Moon-calf, muſt own as ſent 
them by Jeſus Chriſt, For. nothing bur his Moxar- 
chie was now boldly cryed up. How did the whole 
Natioz tremble in expeRation of the birth of | this 
Monſter? and now they began to lift up their hands 
and hearts unto God more earneſtly then ever for 
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a deliverer,and to turn their eyes more then ever to- 
wards him whom they longed toſce For they could 
hope of no other deliverer as ſent of God, but only 
his gracious Majeſty whom God hath now ſent:the 

then ( who had been blindeſt before ) could eaſily 
foreſee thatthis dreadfull Monſter would nor only 
fleece them or flea off their skins, but break all the 


ribs of our ancient C overnment.that were yet leit - 


untouched. God raifcthup in his Providence a pow - 
cr to prevent the birth of this Monſter, and yet thar 
power no friend atall to his Majeſ#zes intereſt, yet 
by a third diviſion 'in the Army _ they gave a fair 
way to give it a neercr acceſs: Theſe late extruded 
Members being much and juſtly inraged with a ſe- 
cond extruſion more diſzracctull then their firſt , 
riſe up with all their power and policies { being 
conſiderable for both ) againſttheir old Servants and 
new Maſters, andto ſtrengthen themſelves ſollicite 
(as was reported commonly ) or command Gepe- 
rall Monck to March out of Scotland with his Army 
to rheir aid ; He ( good. man ) whether, willing 


to ſerve any Maſters againſt ſo dreadfull a Monſter, 


or having then an honelt intent in his boſome toſerve 
his bleeding Native Country more then them , 0- 
beys and marches, Here begins the Comedy ,- unto 
which all the forcſaid tragicall Adtors and acti- 
ons ( by a ſtrange .providence of Gad:)..have been 
the Prologue (or art leaſt have built the ſtage for it) 
which now God hath cloſed with ſo happy an E- 
pilogue , that-this overjoyed Narzgz bave made the 
Eccho of their plaudite ring all the World over. 
Had not theſe 'tragicall quarrels. preceded, how 
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was it probable that ever yet for many years ſuch a 
Comical of rejoycing ſhovld have betallen this 
poor Nation, But who wrought all this while for 
us in this ſtrange way > Was it not he,who, as Job 
ſaith , diſap; ornteth the deviſes of the crafty, ſoe that 


their hands cannot perform their enterpriſe , 


' who taketh the wiſe in their craftineſſe ; and 


the Counlell of the froward is carryed hcad- 
long. 

Now God was pleaſed to have the Comedic be- 
gin, General Monk accordins to order begins his 
march. How extraordinarily doth God by his pro- 
vidence ſmooth all the way for him, not to meet 
with any the leaſt rub ! as if Godhad ſaidto him as 
he did once to Moſes, Behold mine Angell ſhall g0 
before th e. An Army that lay to oppoſe kim much 
ſtronger and better appointed thei his ( as knowing 
men report ) melts away as dew before the ſun 
( we know not how ) and are ſcattered like ſtubble 
before the wind. He cometh without the leaſt op- 
poſition unto our great Metropolis the famous City, 
with the greateſt Courtings, Acclamations , and 
honourable Addreſſes from the whole Nation that 
ever were made to any Subje&t, But yer ſtill that 
great City and this poor Nation with her (who could 
not but run oneand the ſame fortune) ſtood wa- 
vering betwixt hope and fear, like a poor Priſoner 
atthe Bar, when the lips of the Fudge are ope- 
ning to pronounce his ſentence, but he knows not 
whether of life or death. His firſt aQtings ſtrike ſuch 
adeep impreſſion of fear and horrour into the Cizy, 
and the whole Natiop.that ofall the ſad daics thar 
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ever befell us ſince theſe unhappy diviſions,that/ex- 
cept one ) was the ſaddeſt. How were the faces 
of men overſpread with paleneſs > their countenan- 
ces dejected > and had not anger and 99h nv 


againſt the Actor(buteſpecially againſt che Authors 
commanding ſuch a deſpitefull a& ) kept up their 
Spirits with ſome fire in them , they were almoſt 
extin& with cold deſpair. But rhis ſure was but to 

iveus a taſte of what odious commands proceed 
Fom tyrannicall Uſurpers,and what more mizht be 
expe&ted,unleſs we would lay down our necks gent- 
ly to take their yoak ? or if there were any thing of 
his own in it, it wasburt his policy to indear his 
future aQings,and make them more renowned and 
acceptable. For he ſpeedily comforts the diſconſo- 
late City by a ſweet and cordial cloſing with their 
honeſt deſigns and intereſt : he gives uz within a 
few daics a beginning of life by reſtoring ſome 
ſounder and skilfuller Phyſicians to heal the wounds 
of this Nation, Which the other either could not ,or 
would not doe - By theſe the lower ſtory of our an- 
tient formof Government ( if I may call it fo 
withourt offenſe) is in a ſhort time fairly and com- 
pletely builtup, then the upper ſtory ( whoſe ma- 
terials lay all ready framed) is quickly added,and by 
this the Head-ſtone is brought forth with ſhoutings, 
and we all cry, Grace, Grace unto it, But who hath 
wrought all theſe things for us, but that greatand 
Gracious God of Heaven who only doth marvel- 


lous things? 
For if there were a ſpark of ſuch a Noble, honeſt 


loyall intention lying hid in the breaſt of che preſent 
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General ( as ſome ſuppoſe) ever ſince he was cap- 


tivated in the ſervice of his old -Royal Maſter, and 
' neceſſitated after that to ſerve other Maſters , yer 


who but the God of heaven could have preſerved 
rhat ſpark, when {ſo many temptations like moun- » 
rains of wet aſhes have been ſince then caſt upon it 
to quench it > Or who but the wiſe God could have 
endued him with ſo much wiſdome to keep it alive 


undiſcovered ? which if it had been, they who 


could not perhaps have quenched it, would have 
quenched him and his power of bringing it thus ro# 
lizht > Or howſoever, who but the great difpoſer 
of all things di d pur into his hand ſo happy an op- 
portunity to make uſe of it? VVho but God by ſuch 
a ſpark could have. kindled ſuch flames of joy all over 
this King dome > So that we mult at length give the 
whole praiſe of bringing back the Captivity of our 
Zion , tothe Lord and him alone. Yet this doth 
notlace us ſo ſtrait, but that we may pay ſome 
due thanks to all whom God hath been pleaſed 
to uſe as his inſtruments in this work;and we will 
thank them this day. We will thank our Noble Ge- 
zerall tor his render care over the Proteſtant Religi- 
on, for which he might eaſily ſeea grave prepared 
by the aſpiring bold. Phanatiques, we will thank him 
for his compaſſion to his bleeding Country ready to 
draw the laſt breath of her dying liberty, 'B hisloy- 
alty to our Gracious Soveraign,and for hy {\weet, a- 


micable,ingenuous cloſing withthat Royal City,when 
ſhe ſate.in the duſt, and (if reports carry truth). was 
threatned tobe turned into aſhes :. we will thank 
the worthy Citizens for their wiſdome,loyalty,ſftout 
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courage, and readineſs to expend their treaſure, yea 
(if need had been') their blood to redeem them- 
ſelves andthe reſt of this poor Nation from ſlavery: 
we will thank all thoſe noble Lords and Gentlemen 
throughout the Nation, who unanimouſly prefer- 
red their honeſt, juſt, rational - and ſtout Declarati- 
onsor addreſſes,adventuring their perſons toPriſon , 
and their Eſtates to Se ins ook ( for under that 
Tyranny we were then, that the fayreſt deſires of be- 
ing 
rather then ſit Rill in filence and ſee their Countries 
libertie and happineſs periſh, We will thank our 
Repreſentatives in the Honourable honſe of Commons, 
and all the Noble Peers for all that hath beendoneby 
them to-turn again ſpeedily the captivity. of \gur Z-- 
01: but we will bleſs , we will bleſs, we will bleſs 
thee,O Lord,and fing prayſes tothy name, who haſt 
wrought in them all , and-by them all, and more 
then all, to turn again the Captivity of our Zion. 
And trulyhere I have a good mindto ſpeak a ſca- 
fonable word to our old Maſters , and their ſoothing 
flatterers , which have boaſted a. long time fo high- 
ly of their ſuccesfull Providences , wherewith God 
owned ( as they were pleaſed to {ay ) the juſtneſs of 
their cauſe, and the righteouſneſle oftheir wayes, as 
if God intheſe laſt daies had given men a new rule 
to meaſure the righteouſneſs of ations by the Events 
and ſucceſles of Providence, as if theſe being caſt in- 
tothe ſcale ſhould outweigh the clear rule of his ſa- 


cred Word. Hearken unto me a little calmly and pati- 
ently ye pleaders and boaſters of ſuch former Provi- 
dences { for with mine ownears I have heard this. 

| K 3 argument; 


healed were judgedthe moſt peſtilential diſeaſe). 
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__ prefled by ſome who are leaders of Diſci- 
afre 


r them, and reckoned themſelves paſtours of 
Churches ) hearken unto me ( I ſay ) For I defice to 
confronty our Providences ſo long boaſted of, with 
this late providence wherein the hand of God harh fo 


manifeſtly appeared - Iam not now half fo angry 


with your deceitfull argument from Providences, as 
I formerly have been. For though I ſtill rhink, as I 


| alwayes thought, thar ir fought againſt the honour of 
 Godinhis revealed truth, yer Lam now perſwaded, 


chat it hath wrought much for thg, good of this Nats- 
0#.: For God hathbeen provoked: thereby to vindi- 
cate the honour of his Providences the ſooner. Surely 
it was notthis Nations unfeigned repentance of their 
ſins, "bur rather your high provocations of his juſtice, 
thar hath inclined God to ſhew this grear mercy to us 
in way of puniſhmenr to you. Though that great . 
God ſaw our repentance to be too little , i yet he ſaw 
the gloryings of thoſe whom he had ufed as his rod 
to be too-ligh, andtherefore for his own names ſake, 


nor for ours,he hath wrought this ſtrange turn, to 


vindicate his own honour in his providences , that he 


might no longer be thought a patronizer of curfed 
villanies vayled with Hypocrifie, | 

I will allow you the glory of all - thoſe ſucceſsful! 
providences to the height,as they have - been ſer forth 
to the world in any declaration , wirh all rhe painted 
beauty of admirableneſs which hath been put upon 
them , exceeding (1 fear ) ſometimes the naked 


truth, I will allow all thingsthat have fallen out ſuc- 


cesfully tliat way, either for great viRories;or ſtrange 
diſcoveries of dangerous plots, to have been the -pro- 
vidences 
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vidences of Gods bleſſing them in their way (if it may 


be called a bleſſing.toproſper in ſinfull waies and run 
on unpuniſhed ) yea further I will acknowledge them 
all to have been juſt providences, and lye as low as 
the duſt under the hand of God in them ( I mean juſt 
providences of his judgment ro puniſh a finful,ingrate- 
tul, murmuring, perverſe, rebellious, riotous, hypocri- 
ticall, arhieſticall Natioz , altogether unworthy of the 
great bleſſings of God fo freely beſtowedand fo long 
continued to them ) to puniſh them ( I ſay ) and laſh 
them with a ſcourge made of their own fins, pride , 
wantonneſs,blindneſs,faions, zeal, cunning hypocry- 
fie, &c. They were I confeſs providences of judzment, 
wherein the hand of God is to be owned as viſible, But 
as works of judgment are alienum opus,a kind offtrange 


work to God, not ſopleafſing to his infinitely gracious 
Nature ( like the drudgery work of his houſcthold to- 


ſcour away the filth thereof ) ſo God uſually purs 
that work upon wicked men to do : yet ſo juſt a Maſter 
is God , that he will pay even thoſe ſervants which do 


his drudgery work a reward and wages th"t will beſt. 
pleaſe them. Nebuchaduezzar King of Babyloy ( ſaith 


God- ) cauſedhis Army to ſerve a'grea* ſervice againſt 
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Tyrus : every head was made bald , and every ſhoul- t::.:9.18,- 
der was peeled, yet had:he no wages, nor his Army 19: 


for Tyr#s', for the ſervice that he- ſerved againſt it. 
Therefore &aith the Lord God ) Behold, I will Sive 
the Land of Egypt unto Nebwcbadnezzar King of Ba- 
bylon , and he ſball take her multitude, and take her 
ſpoyl.,, and take her prey;and ir ſhall be-the wages. for 
his Army. Thus the juſt God takes care to pay wa- 
es tothe wickedeſt ones that ferve him in the execu» 
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tion ofhis juſt judgment , and our Saviour tells us 
that even Hypocrites habent mercedemw ſuam , They 
have rheir reward, - But to exccute ſuch providen- 
ces of his judgment God uſually imploys only wicked 
men and their wickedneſs. A feroboam is the fitteſt 
ro puniſhthe fins of a Solomop and the 1ſraclites, 
as wicked a wretch as ever lived, who had. lived in 
baniſhment for his rebellious ſpirit in the dayes of 
Solomon, whole Athciltical policy to ſecure him(elf, 
made no bones to overthrow all the true worſhipof 
God in Tſrael,under an hypocritical -pretence of ea- 
ſing the people,who (contrary ro Gods expreſs or- 
der ) made Prieſts of the loweſt ofthe people, even 
any whoſe proſtitute baſcneſs would beſt ſerve his 
deligns : and yet he had his reward, to reign in. 1/- 
rae anddye in peace, and his Son 'aftcr him for 
a while. Bur after that God had'payed him his full 
wages for his firſt ſervice, he made haſte to pay him 
in his Poſterity the due wages alſo- for his horrible 
Fins, $6 - God tg execute his judgments upon Ahab, 


cauſcth a furious bloody'Fehu'to beranoined , as fir 


an inſtrument as any , who--mult' have/ \the heads 
of 70 Children of the Kins brought him for a mor- 
ning preſent 3 yet God gave him his ' reward , yea 


- exprefSly ( and as it were' 'a bill of his hand: for 


the ſure payment of it )! Becauſe thou haſt done well 
in executing that which is' right ' iu "mine eys, and 
haſt done unto the houſe of Ahab according to all 
that was in mine heart, thy Childien to the 


+ Kung. 19.30, Fomrth Generation ſhall fir apon the Throne of |ſrael : 


yet ſo far was God from-approving » Fehw. and this 
doings( ſayeonlyashe ſerved him in the execution 
| | '* 5308, 
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of a judicial- ſentence ) thar he 'threatned afterwards 
his vengeance upon his poſterity , for ' that very 
thing ſo far? as it was the wicked a@ of Jehy - 


: * , 


Tet alittle while and I will avenge the bloud of Jef- Hoſea 1, 4+ : 


reel pox the houſe of Jehu : : They will Thope here- 
 akeer glory no more in their wonderfull' ſucceſſes 
and glorious fruits reaped by them, They were the 
Wages which God payed to wicked men for exe- 
cating a juſt judgmentupon a ſinfull,perverſe,rebel- 
lous Nation , -not Argumentsthar God owned the 
righteouſneſſe of their cauſe. For our Gracious 
God being impatient , that his dark providences 
ſhould be abuſed tothe impeachment of his ſacred 
truth clearly revealed , hath pur an end to all ſuch 
vain gloryings.. He hath defeated all thoſe forego- 
ing providences-.of jtidgment , by a clear glorious 
providence of his mercy in bringing back our RoyaZ 
Soveraigy wonderfully to his throne in peace, and 


thereby very ſtrangely and unexpeRedly turning a- - 


gain the Captivity of | our: Zion. And this is that 


which I would have you all ſtand a while gazing up- - 


on, . to coinpare this providence, with thoſe former- 
ly of judgment, wherein they boaſted fo much - of 
the vilible hand of God, that ye may ſee how clear- 
ly.che hand of divine mercy. is to be ſeen” in thispro- 
- vidence more then: in the other. There were many 
ſteps laid. for this providence to advance it ſelf up- 
on ( as before I have h inted )) by wicked: men, but 
all againſt ' their wills: .and utterly contrary 'to 

rheir. purpoſes; > | No alt £0 0 OD 
\. For had nor the great: Commanders of the Army, 
driving on ambitious and perfidious plots of theit 
LIT own , 
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Wn, Ft Richard owt of the ſaddle, and then by 


; is diyiſions and heatt-burnings bovinnihs: there. 


aiter thas by an hypaerioall reviving: of the good old 


$7 Cauſe and then by quartelling quickly their old and = | | 
- - NeW! Maſiers x and ad hruſting ; 


A COny em = of doers, and 
F again to revenge themſelves calling. up Gene- 
Moxk by an a& of their -own , had nor they'(I 
ſa ) laved ſome foundations for "this reat mercy 
which God hath now w t fox. us', believe & 
ly have been much further from us ar: this 
ow wherginis the hand of divine! providence and 
MCrcy more cleexly ſeen, then when he cauſcrh the 
pregneh enemies in the world unto that work which 
e intendeth > to build the Rage unawares and be- 
ſides Faels) InLENTIONS: , ch he. will bring ih 
then other Actors, thad thall {erve him witti ly 
and freely in his own way to- 'do his own ning 
Vherein, I ſay ,” doth the handof God more clear- 
ly appear, then in raking the wiſe in theit. own craf- 
rineſs,;andin, carrying the counfails of the froward 


adrngs > Thus far the ''hand of God - mA 


wonderfullin this-mercy,in that he wrought by 

prenaker elk enemies to Open agate, at which he <A 
ring in his worthy orthy . inftragients 2 doe his work. 

And when Godonce begins to imploy * "them, we 


hall 0a had meds any:ofthem to-tread the” "aft 


flep awsy out of Gods way ay bt about, burto 


, and of the 
known. Lawes: of:;oun:i.Natio#'; which- is 2 its 


ws the taking notice of , and gives- tis 2 fait 

-Gof the gracious hand of God in thishis won- 
el work a For to begit with thegrand 

| inſtrument 
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inſtrument whom ir proalen God touſe in this buſi 
neſs, the wiſe and noble General Monk: Though ma- 
ny have been forward enough to-caft their aſperſi- 
ons ppc him ( who themſelves have -been more 
erfidious then any Jew ) as ifhehadplayed faft and 
fooſe inthe rruſt whichhe had idkentpo 3 tte, cud 
; betrayedhis Maſiers: Ifall whatſoever they: ſay ten» 

ding that way be not utterly falſe both Ge matter 
ay, form, yet Ithink ic may be made as clear as the 


Sun that the General, inthat which he hath "done, | 


complying with his deat Countries, andour” praci- 
ous Soverigns intereſt , (andindecd with'the inte- 
reſt of the Proteſtant —_ ſafety ) hath done no 
more then what the conſcience of a truc , u ight 
Chriſt > fincere boneſtmin! irifly hownd 
lim to. For ſuppoſe his Commiſſion received from 
them ( as ſome 1ay } was expired; then his eye of re- 

tion wasatanend , arid there is noſhew at all of 
any breach of cruſt : bur ſuppoſe ic were: nor; yer 
the, odiouſne(s of their laſt commandwhichhe pun- 
ually obeyed, and an witer abborrence to! obey 'a- 


ny more {uch, of worſe; (which lie had" reaſon: e-. 


.- ghto expeRt-would be pit upon him )- was | e- 
noughto di arg hint from obeying ſuch wicked 
Matters any.turther; Befides,what bond is ſo Rice 
asthar wherein every, honeſt man 5ryed to his) na- 
tive Countrey, unleſs it-be Our bond .:ro the” great 
God, who is indeedaboverall > Now he being ( as 
we all conceive or ought in reafor} and charity to 
conceive ) awile and honeſt Gentleman, . could! nor 


.” 


bur ſes then, thar his Country lay a” bleeding, and 


that the Proteſtant Religion Was atthe very pits brink, 


L 2 Or 
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| therye of abond ( if any ſuch''there were ) unto a 


. extrcam diſtreſs, holding up their hands all ro hi 


or elſe hisreye-fight differed from almoſt all the wiſe; 
noble;/and hone Genelemen andothers'in the Ne- 
tion: Though T-ſhould fay nothing now of his an-' 


- cient bond of loyalty:andfidelity to his juſt and Jaw 


foll Severaien,a far {trier bond then any wherein 
he:conldbe tyed to his then ſuppoſed Maſters: ye 


: wot 1691.4 ape eh Wt 
ſhauld'any wiſe or conſcientious -Chriſtian prefer 


few men, who hadnolawfal power to bind him (bur 


ſuppoſe itnever ſo lawful) before his bond to his 


dear Conniry:, the true Religion eſtabliſhed in'ir, 
tohis undoubred lawful prenws, thoweh an exile )' 
and before the'g neral cryes of a whole Nation in 

Gre 


gr mtr help? 1do nor ſpeak: all or-any of 


this,: barely aiming ar the juſtification of the-|' Noble 
General: I am not fo low ſpirited in'my: miniſtra- 
tions tro God to look no higher then men.He I know 
needs.not my juſtification;he hath the approbation of 
the whole Nation to juſtific him, yea and ( I doubr 
uot) ſomerhing beyond all char, 'a 'good” teſtimony 
from his own conſcience, May he find a ſuable re- 
ward both on earth and in heaven for that good ſer- 
vice done to Religion and his Countrey : but my 
aim in this is. igher,to clear Gods providence in 
the. choyce of his 1nſtruments, and .in his guidarice 
of them to walk in aneven path; as he uſeth ro doe 
when he will work a great work of mercy ; Itisto 
ſhew that when God was pleaſed to'ſet his own ac- 


- tors upon the ſtage, there is not to be found in them 


the leaſt x7 nai. trom the path of Religion, reaſon, 
order and law. which undoubredly- are 'the wayes 
Je : of | 
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of God, Next for the many addreſſes made by this 
Nation ( which were ſome great. helps tothe mid- 
witery ofthis happy iſſue ) whether they were made 
tO General Monk,the Speaker of the Houſe,or the Ci- 
fy, what were they but the diftates of Noble, wiſe 
religious, rational and peaceable men , ſeeking the 
beſt way imaginable, and the moſt orderly to heal a 
poor broken divided Nation > and though it were 
withoutall reaſon or conſcience extremeill reſented, . 

et they were'reſolvedrather to incurre the diſplea- 
fs of ſome perſons then powerfull and dreadfull; 


then to fir ſtil ſilently with a finger ſealing their lips, . 
and ſeetheir Countrey miſerably ſhipwrackt>» Next 
for the Reſolutions of the. City oppoling with very 
greathazardo their Perſons and Eſtares the -illegal./ 
raxes , leſt by their example . they mighe lead on. 
athers to a cowardly. betraying of ' their Countrey , 
what were they but the adviſed Counſels and ' well-- 
grounded reſolitiens of wiſe and pious men, having 
aneye to the publick'welfare of their Countrey? up-- 
on what. elſe ran all the deſires of the whole Nation 
burtupon a full and free Parliament (which yet they * 
ſought not tumultuouſly , but peaccably and order- 
ly ) a thing ſure very lawfull both before God and 
men for them todefire, ſeeing their reaſon and ſenſe 
rold them plainly ,. that for want of ſuch an affem- 
bly our miſcries andunſertledneſs did . increaſe dai- 
ly more and more , and that this only. under God : 
was the moſt likely means to heal and ſertleus 3 -* 
_ Well,” God inhis mercies art-laft 'granted us our - 
defires in an orderly way. Our eleQions have' been - 
fairly made according to our Laws, Our Parlia- 
>”; Rs metit « 


m 


_ gainſt it, or if any ſhall, he 


ra PIR FEET noe WA oo 


LS TT. 
mancby the bleſſing of God,( conſiſting as of old | 
of hes nOpE and worthy Members) are met 1n 

peaceand fit in all honourable {freedome ( which 
hath not been for many years) without the leaſt awe 
of military force or popular tumults, They. with 


- . - 
o_ _ o 


reat unanimity and inexpreſiible joy have . called 

ome our lawfull and juſt Sowveraign, and be is come 
in with ſafety and peace (God be bleſſed for. ever 
for it.) to reign over us. and rule according to. our 
known and excellent Laws, to the extraordinary 
comfort and joy of the whole Nation. In all this 
whole ſeries of providences here have been no tw- 
- mulrs or uproars of vulgar unruly people, bus. rhe 
orderly motions ofthe moſt wiſe, ſober, and noþk: ; 
herehath been no confuſed noylſe of axes and ham- 


mers about this building > no garments rolled. in 


bloud, no arms offenſive or defenſive, (but only in 
the way of ioprefea of a few deſperate male-con- 
tents) no notſo much as any faGions, or ſidings, or 

hot conteſts in counſels, All hath been carryed as 

if God had thonght fit to ſhew himſelf to this Nati- 

03, as he didonce to Elijeh,in a ſoft fill voice. We 

hear not ſo muchas a Dog to move his. tongue a- 

| ſhall, he is ey of . a dogs 

death, rhough mercy may think fi to ſpare him. 

Here is, (Oye that uſedto boaſt of providences ) 

here is a providence © ye. that marvailed why the 
eycs ofmalignants (as they were moſt. uncharuably 
called) were not. opened-with ſo many 'providences 
to ſeethe-juſtneſs of your cauſe ; Will nor this open 
your eyes > Will not this juſtific our gracious Kings 
right to his hereditary Throne 2 We truly that _ 

: ure 


\. ot ——— — —— 4 een, 
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furerhi ngs not fo much by providences which: are 


79: 


various and unſearchable , but by - principles. and. 


rules which are fixed and certainly known, ate led 
by 4 more ſetled rule to acknowleage it by the laws 
oar Nation agreeable to the word : of God, and 


praifa God, that his hand hath ſo wonderfully. ap- 
peated in this providence of mercy, to defear all the 
old 


$4 TU wherewith weak ' people formerly 
were blinded , ahd to make us and the whole world 
ſee, thatit is he- who hath brought our gracious 


contrived with excellent wiſdome : yet we. heartily. 


King with ſo muck bononr and peace to his Threpe, . 
and he who hath mrned again the Copiivity of. our. 
Ziaw, Andrhis is the ſecond thing which I would 


have yolt conlider , thatir ts the Lord, ' who hath 
apparently, wonderfully, and uncxpetedly wrought 


this great work of mercy for us. 


' Nowtlie laſt thing which1 have to-move you in, Applic.3.... 


1s,rhat you: world | not only ;rejoyce. in this ;grear 


work of mercy vinha natural} or common; joy-, not - 


enhy with your, mouths, billed with ſanghrer, but 
with more religious and, ſpiriteall' rejoycing. Ler 
yo filled with. ſinging: ye have hai 
many 

preſſe, tha neyes w h 

thes ation, nox.the like cauſe. Though thisbe.com- 
mendable ſo far as it expreſſah. your loyal: affei- 
ans to your Foveraign:;: yet inialtthis-ye are but as 


Py ou | 
i5clite or-jtofrine ro. Gedunall this, Now therefore, 
ſhew yourſelves tobe fruitfulb vides- bringing) forch 


of the firſt rejoycing already fo highly - 
that-neyes was. the like, ( Lthink,) ſeen in 


Hoſea 10. 1.:- 


LOngues. ; 


Zachar. 9. 9: 


Pal. 98. 1, 
Pſal. 96. 2, 
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tongues filled with finging forth due praiſesto God: 
Av anc thinks as the babe ſlang" ts the won of 
EliXabeth,when ſhe heard the ſaſutarion of the mo- 
ther of our Lord, ſo your hearts ſhould ſpring. up 
into your tongues to' celebrate the praiſes of God 
with all that 1s within you, becauſe our gracious 


King is come to'ſalure this Land, and is ariſen'/to: 
Us as 4Sun with bedling in his wings meek, to heal all 


the breaches of this Nation, Tam very ſhy of apply- 
ing any places of Scripture ( though but by. way of 
meer alluſion ) {o as it mighr carry the leaſt ſhew 
of flattery to men,or of blaſphemy againſt Chriſt, 
yet the words of the Prophet Zachary are ſo fit for 


. my purpoſe;that Ithink I may ſafely with a little 


change make uſe of ſome ofthem, Rejoyce- ereath,0 
Zion, ſhout O Daughter of Feruſalem 8c. Rejoyce 
greatly O England , ſhout Othou great Metropolss of 
England: Behold thy King cometh anto thee: he is 
juſt and having ſalvation, he brings temporal! ſalva- 
tron with him : he is lowly and meck, admirably 


_ termper'd with the ſweet graces ofmeekneſs,clemen- 


cy, and royal forgiveneſs, he hath drawn a line of 
Royal and Chriſtian vertuesby the Copy of Chrift 
his Saviour. Bur let your rejoycing be in the Lord 
and-to the Lord. 0 ſing wnto him a new ſong for che 
hath dowe marvelloxs things, Bleſs his name, ſhew 
forth ' bis ſalvation from day 't0 day.” But oh do not 
ſtain the Joy of this day 'with"that which may give 
offence to the author of this mercy,or ſcandal tothe: 
pious conſortsin your joy,or refle& with ſorrow up- 
onthe King the obje& of your joy;or may cauſeſor- 


_ row to your ſelves hereafter.Should 'ye expreſs the 


publick 


— 
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Publick joy of Chriſtians 'to the publick diſgrace Sictine exp3- 


$ Pothof your joy and of your Chriſtianity > Are tr Pubticun 


| ; CNY + | © fgandinm 
thoſe things ſeemingly on the Solemn days , which poblicus, dede- 


© . are neither ſeemly nor lawfull on any daysTake the ©?Hercine (o- 
Cup of Salvation and give thanks to the name of the (9/5 9% 
Lord:bur do not take thoſe Cups which have pro- nw decear > 
ved Cups of damnation to thouſands, Be or drank [ll in apo- 
with wine wherein is exceſſe,but be filled with the Spi- tpreg, * 
rit,' ſpeaking to your ſelves in Pſalms and Hymns and 5: 18, 19. 

ſpirituall Songs, making melody in your heart to the 

Lord. 'This would even vex the poor ſoul of me, 

who have been your minſtrel this day to pipe to you 

this dance of rejoycing, If ye either fear God,or ho- 

nour the King,let'not your rejoycing in this mercy 

be ſoiled with the leaſt durt ofdrunkenneſsor intem- 

perance.I beſeech you have a care to ſtop the mouths 

of Seffaries and Schiſmaticks(none of our Kings beſt 

friends') who begin to murter among themſelves and 

ro others , that the'King hath many drinking friends, 

but few praying friends, or God-prayfing friends. 

For the love of God, for rhe love of our King, for 

the love of our Counutrey,for the love of your own 

ſouls, & for the honour of our Religion, wipe away 

this blemiſh. O conſider fadly,what was gbjected fo 

lately , and God knows how ci Lor the diſorder- 

ly rudeneſs, profane* oaths, drunkenneſs, and ſcan- 

dalous debauchedneſs of many of thoſe who were 

imbarqued in the ſame botrome with his late Majeſty 

ofbleſſed memory, it was that they ſay , that ſhip- 

wrackt the veſſel and ſunk the Pilot. It was ſure 

. for our fins,not for his own,that he was ſo ſmitten, 

Now ſecing ithath pleaſed our Gracious _m_ a 

| M _ len 
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never ſo unjuſt ly)to be lif 


Phil, 4. 4 
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end us another Pilot, preſerved wonderfully both | 
ae and ſou] from {hl malice of men. and de- 
vils, an d pxborey to us by ſuch 4 providence of 
mercy. q5 we could ngver have hoped. for or; drea» 
med of z who hath been preſeryed fo,asif God had 
hid him lating in his Tabernacle, and brooded 
him ynder his own wings : and is broughe home to 
Us px if ha had ak OY upon.the Wings of ſome 


Angels of, peace and now. Go God: hath given us 
him \the delireofour o Jy -0 dlight of QUT EYES > 


the joy of our hearts, and pk ow our | rejey- 
cing , God forbid, that ever "Mr lins, eſpecially the 
fins wm his friends who hepoply o 398 rejoyce- in 


himſoopſ' eyer hazard him z0 S4i OF. 


gia 
Take 0 Pe oem, bod. 
forbid rhax our diſorders thould chill r $/.0 

Loyalty in : woes ox cau(e ſuch frowns of hes- 
VEn.CVEr. to this Natiqn again,as we:havelete- 
ly bee ut whileit I am carryad with acau- 
tops zeal. \.I0 prevent and quench all fiofull rejoy- 

cihg, I thavealmoſt. forgor my dire& aitm to blow 


grieve his; heart; or ocraentheleſt wo leaſt u word( 


_ Up aud Finglerhe apes gt religiqus rYjojding, 40d 


now I.maſt nor * much becanſe the Coverſeu bour | 
is come and paſt a good- while, 1a.a word:therefore 
and that of the Apoliles, Rejeice. in 1h9-ord- eImaies 
brethren,and again 1 ſay,Rejaige 


Rejoyce, butler it be.in, tha Lard.and fo rejoyet.; 


gt only archis, preſens time, or; OnGe, bus again, and 
C agan, notonly with a, ſhors, blaze 3 but; alwaics. 


For this mercy I hope will, afford & fowel for- your 
rejoycipg to make it a "Aly and” conſtant rejoyoing 


fewcl 
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fewell renewed like the oyl in the cruſe, and the © 


meal in the barrel. LEO hearts rejoyce in this 
mercy of God, and all that is within you'bleſs his 
- name for it, Let your tongues utter your joy, and 
ſing forththe praiſes of God with thankſpiving ; 
Grave it upon the palms of your hands , that when 
ye ſhall lift up your hands. in- the Sanauary, G 
may ſee it engraven there,as a mercy which ye will 
never borght Praiſe God for jt inthe cloſet of your 
prog okay br ickear ar bs 
door of your Tabernacles, let your . tongues there 
brihg forth and fer forththgabundance ED s in 
your hearts. Praife him'/upon the honſe-rop, pro- 
claifr his praiſes in-Zion,10 asthey may-cccho to all 
the hetthe: bound and-that it niay be faid a- 


yu 


rerh; Let your he 


inward ejaculations. Praiſe him at the - 


triongſtrhem, The: Lord hath done greet mo fe © 
praiſe 


England wherein ſhe,rejoz 
hith, letyour lips e's hi 


j- Jer. your liv&s praiſe 


hit, .Praiſed be thou,O great arid gracious God;for _ 


ever and ever. Blefing. honowt;.clory, and power be 
utito' bins , that fiegth vpon;the throne ,. and once thi 
lamb for ever andever, Amenc 19 oO 


I think it very fit to cloſe the: work of this day 
with aPſalm-or Hymn of praiſe , yeram I not- am- 
-birious ro be the author or-compoſer' of ir, as ſome 

of our-fingular- new-tangled teachers affe& ,  rhit 


Revel.s T3. 


they ray be reckonedas 4ſephs iritheir Congrega- 


tions. Holy David char ſweet finger of 1ſraet hath 


furniſhed the Church of Chriſt ſufficiently for all 


parpitcs,and I ſhall only commetrid'to you the 75 
Pfalm to be ſung, with grace in; your: hearts tothe 
Lord, | M 2 Pal, 
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' Umtothee (God) will we give thanks , 
We will give thanks to thee &c, © 


. 


f q # 


The Thanksgiving aft r the Pſalm, = 


TEE praiſe thee O God, we acknowledge 
thee to be. the Lord. All the earth doth 
worſhip thee. Heaveh and earth .are full of the 
Majeſtie of thy glory; Thou filleft rhe Heavens 
with thy glory , the' earth with*thy ' goodnefſle. 
Let heaven and earthbe filled'with thy prayſes.Glo- 
ry betothee inthe higheſt, on earthpeace,good will 
rowards inen, Let the hearts and tongues of "theſe 
three Nations be filled with thy praiſes , yea Jer 
all che Nations round about ſay, The Lord hath 
done great things for them. Praiſe the Lord;Kings 


of rheearth , ,and all people, Princes and all Jud- 


ges , young men-and maidens, old. men and chil- 
dren,praiſe ye the namme'of the Lord. Ler high 
and low, rich and poor, let all degrees of men, 
from him that ſits upon the throne unto him that 
grinds atthe mill,praiſe the name of the Lord, 

or his.name alone is excellent, his Glory is above 
the carth and heaven. Let the King praiſe the 
name of the Lord , for itis he that giveth ſalva- 
tion to Kings , that delivered Charles his Servant 
irom the hurtfull ſword, Let him praiſe the name 
of. the Lord, who hath preſerved him wonder- 


tully from the-inquiſition of bloudy hunters, who 


hunted 
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haunted him to deſtroy his body , and from the - 
charms and baits, of ſubtile Charmers and Moun- 
tebanks thatſought to bewitch and poyſon his ſoul. 
Let him praiſe the name of the Lord who hath 
brought him back again , as a man in whom he 
took delight and pleaſure to fet upon his fathers *. 
throne in. peace, and hath. made him to ariſe 
to this Nation as a Sunne with healing in his wings, 
| and to appear as an Angel of: peace. ' Let the 
Nobles of our Land praiſe the Name of the Lord, 
who hath brought them up again from under a 
buſhell to be ſet upon a Candleſtick , and- (hine 
with their antient luſtre ana honour , and hath 
made themto beeome again as pillars of fire, 
who | had been depreſt to be ſcarce pillars of a 
cloud. Let.the commons praiſe- the name of the 
Lord ; who hath raiſcd them up again to become 
a free and full Aſſembly, and hath filled them with 
a Spirit of wiſdome- and nnanimity, and hath ſer 
them above the awe of all military infolency, 
above the regard of all popular tumults , and hath 
entruſted them with fa bleſſed an opportunity of 
making themſelves and this Nation ( through the 
bleſſing of God, upon. their counſails ) an united 
and happy- people. - Let, the Servants of the Lord 
who miniſter 1n his hay things , who have bccn. 
| beſpattered. with all filthy revilings , and _ have 
entred into his Courts cloathed with ſack-cloth, 
mourning to ſee the defolations,yea and abomina- 
tions ſometimes toſtand in the holy place, let them. 
life. up their ſouls to praiſe che name of the Lord 
wich all their might - let the high prayſes of 0g 
C 
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bein there monrhs., who barh in tis compaſſion 


ro his poor © unworthy ſervants ſaid, Take away 
rhefe unfilthy Garments from .m Foſhmahs y- who 


hath. preſerved rhe lives of his Servatits thar were 
reckoned as | Sheep for the Slaughter, ' fromthe 


malicious aims of their violent and cruef' &ne- | 
mies, andrheir porrion. for becoming a' prey to 

the foxes, 'Let the great City praife the name'of 
the Lord , who hath preſeryed her children from 
ſirting in aſhes , who harh fifred her np from pi- 
ning forrow to triumphing joy, and harh ſtrength- 
ned again the barrs of her gates , that no violent 


 enemy'( we kope) ſhall ever break them ' in ſun- 
. der. Lertthofe who go down to the Sea, and do 


their buſintſſe 'in great waters, let them *ptiife 
the- name of the” Lord, who hath fmoorhed: their 
path! over” thoſe rough billdws to paſs with leffe 


_  hazard' "and more comfort, and hath opened 4 
- door of commerce tothem with more ſatety and 
, honour. Let tte Country-man praiſe the name 
of the Lord, who hath granted him 70 fir nnder 


his dwn wine andhis own fig-tree "in peace, and 
to call it his own with more confidence , whoſe 
hopes to' be" cafed of his heavy oppreffion and bur- 
thens, are alreadya preſenreaſe to his ſpirit, Let 
all thoſe who love the hongur ofthe' great God of 
heaven, and delighr to ſee him worſhipped in the 
beauty of holineſfe,praiſe the name' of the Lord : 
let all thofe who love the Lord - Jeſus Chriſt, nd 
rejoice to ſee his-honour reſcued from the groſſe 
miſapprehenfions and defamarions of Hereticks,and 


fromthe bold blaſphemics' of Atheiſts, praiſe the 


name 
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name of the Lord., who hath reſtored to us a No- 
ble Defender of the antient, Catholick and Apoſto- 
lick faith once delivered to the Saints : let all thoſe 
. that love the peace. and proſperity, and flouriſhin 
welfare ofthe Churchof Chrift-in this Motonnrens 
the name of the Lord, who hath preſerved and gi- 
ven her another Conſtantine, and hath again caifed 
up her hopes, that Kings ſhall be her nurſing Fa-. 
"s, aud Queens her niſin g Mothers : Ict all 
thoſe whodelight in; order , peace and unity, who 
prayed that all things in the. Church may be done 
decently and in order, prailc the name of the Lord, 
who hath layed a foundation for a real reformation, . 
for the xeſtgrings of bleſled unizy, holy order,and the. 
pitmitive Government in the Church, and hath rai- 
fed up a: deliverct - to reſtrain thoſe whg- break - 
down- the carved works ip Gods Houſe with Ax- 
es And hammers, Let thoſe who have groaned | 
under the burthen of reproaches and oppreſſions , . 
of diſtreſſes and perſecutions, who have had try- 
all of their crnell mockings, who have takes joj-. 


fully the ſpoyling of their goods ;, let them praiſc , . 


_ 


and again praife the name of the Lord, who hath _ 


raiſed up a deliverer for them,adeliverer who hofds | 
forth hisarm to gather them, and crieth to: them , 
Come unto me and 1 will eaſe you, Let all thoſe. 
| thatdeſfire to ſail through the Sea of their mortality 
in the calm of tranquilſhry and peace , that lovethe_ 
ſweetneſs of living under ſerled and juſt laws, and 
under {nch a Prince as keeps them himſelf,and com- 
pellerh others to keep them, let them praiſe the name < 


of the Lord, who hath given them their RE [- 
OA. 
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k leaft fullhopes of rhem into their boſomes: Let thoſe 
| who. delight to pay theirdebrs to the true owners, 
rheir obedience to the juſt claimers, honour to whom 
honour ; tribute- to whom tribute is due,let them 
praiſe the name of the Lord, who hath freed'us from 
the keavy -yoakof U ſurpers , to whom the paying of 
tribute was ten times heavier then the tribute it Pig 
Let all:thofe who rejoyce to have their innocence 
ſhielded from-arbitrary violence and injuſtice, their 
Engliſh liberty from Turkiſh ſlavery, - their lives 
from pretended High courts of Juftice,their conſci- 
ences from helliſh chains,praiſe the name ofthe Lord; 
my Let every one whoſe heart cleaverh firmly to the 
Proteſtant Religion, every one that breatherh' with 
atrue Engliſh ſpirit,ſay, The Lords name be prai- 
ſed for ever. Praiſe thou the Lord,O my ſoul, andall 
that is within me bleſs his holy name, Amer, Amen, 
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